* 


N EM NET 


b * - 8 2 = 
- ae _ 

5 N 7 = 
1 ” - 
2 x . , Y % 
8251 F 4 

* | R 6 
E " A 4 - 5 

” - * f 

· on 8 25 


* N ” 


M O R VI N A. 


55 | INTERSPERSED WITH | . 8 
„ TERS 4 
HISTORICAL AND AMUSING, © 


E Different Covars and CounTarss: through. * > an 
. N - which ſhe paſſed. 4 3 


TY Founded on Facts Ne J 


* 


TWO VOLUMES. 


z 


. = 
F 

4 

1 

* 

1 

1 

* 
Rag 
y * 
: 

: 1 
4 
1 
+ 

- 
, 

53 1 


4" * 
EY * x ; þ 
- f L of * 
x - * * * 
: 5 * 97 
» * 
, 
— 
— 
* 
; 


. 
- 
5 | f Pa I 
* * * Py * . g 
det 14 F "4 , 7 4 
, 3 5 ; 7 4 ; 
$. + : * « af Z * I "Wes 13 a 
= „ | 
Tt 8 
1 * 
N Ss 2 _ 
= \ b 4 5 | 4 
— * ; | 
- * & a 
* "Ig 7 we > * 1 1 
3 * FA 
4 2 4 3 9 2 i 
; - 5 * # Af 44 7 * By. ©. 7 
: g 5 | 
4 * 
% 
4 ü | 
Q 6 ; | 
> . 2 { 
5 4 4 5 5 > 
| . 4 - . 
7 T 3 * 
y o 4 F % * 5 5 1 a | 
” F 4 N 1 4 a 3 : 
b z 4 * * 7 i 
2 b 28 8 9 * 
e * 
oy 2 
* . * * 4 * 
4 1 r 7 7 CY 5 #1 C5 ; 2 1 I * 
4 l "I, 4 7 | f 
83 % : 5 4 1 * Wa Fs A * * #4 & - at ; — 3a 
\ * ”* * — | | 
. *. — 0 1 
Sv I 
N r 7 - 4s *F '3 , 
-” P 
8 5 1 : 
* | 8 jos: 8; 
— & 7 8 8 * £4 — S Gy * if +] 
: "+ | bay * ? N { EN. £ 8 by I'S 1 Gs Fl 1 L 
i ; = 3 * . * 8 1 # bat z =». 4 | 
; L © 6 
; E: 
: 
x * * Wo Yo - * © 4 . 5 
* 15 s 4X. 4 — 8 5 . F : 
; : 5 p a} 
- ; : f 
* : of e 4 *% — F* 
— * . « 1 2 1 
| | | | . 7 Been ' 
, , PX SS E py 4 F 
p 5 2 1 43 4144 a, #- 
GE at"s N 
4 . * * 


55 
of £ 
* N s 
"tr . a 4 4 
> » PA % 
4 | 
7 8 4 1 ft 5 ; 
3 N : 
* 
- 5 
* ; : 32 * PX 1 4 _ 
; — — 2 * — 
mee „ aa mo A 8 333 . 21 i 8 +0 


** 6 

JJ r ͤ— IS | 

5 Kh J — capes t $ 8 g 8 i - 
5 > 2 


_ RS 


* 


© * * 8 g 
„ p © hs.” # ? 4 
5 
1 LAG + 5 
* 8 » * 4 


O_o 
by = 


— 


+9 6-7 46) Heinis 


- 


- 
i 
FI 
* 
WP; 
J 
„ 
* o 
Wks.” 2 « 
- 4% * N 
” 1 4 y 1 7 I * 
1 *Y 7 
v ? q * by ro *# x * 1 
4 * 2 


28 WS 1 18. c 4 © 


Ss 
* . 17 "4 
1 * {4.4 3 * F 
& 
= 
p $ 


7 . 
xF © 4 
+ Z £. F 


it * 
- _ - 
. — 
. 
* 
7 2 % 
iii 
* 
«4 * 1 
4 = $ s , 7 J * » « {3 
M 21 
2 7 
- * "Ry 
* * x x 
« 4 


— 
* 


7 8 
2 6 & wel 


PREFACE.. 


10 3 : 355 "ans . 1 L 


2 
* ws 
* 
n 
N '\ 


8 os. 


T HE following. manuſcript acciden- 
tally fell, into my hands. The 


_ file and fentiments of the Letters can- 
not, 1 think, offend the moſt refined | 


ang them induces me to offer them to 
the public in their native ſimplicity, and 


 Heeds, I hope, no apology. If the beau- 


ties of epiſtolary writing conſiſt in its 
we ring the face of converſation, may 
not thoſe beauties be corrected away, 
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| I ſhall be happy if I find, | from the 
| reception this trifle meets with, I am 
not ſingular in my opinion, or vain in 
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| gard I bear her, can © excuſe me to my 
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© he real cauſe of this TR on... 
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* in it wag gar, or unpar- 


| preſerived our ir ſex, and where hs lover 
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the fulneſs of her heart is avarice, - whnk Xx 
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of tlie golden calf ſo long as her: eyes 
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Was language can reach, my heart every 
moment feels i in its full force: "bur 
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che name. I bear; and whilſt a ſingle © 
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ſpark of generolity remained in my 
breaſt, "deteſt myſelf. The com pa 1 
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will not admit of amuſing that melan- 


choly indulging fails not to increaſe. 
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I proceed on my e at four in te 
morning. Adieu, my Dear; would you 
were with me. But how far ſoe ver 
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2 Ader (three of 1 I 
-:Grund' here) fay all I can wiſh. | But 
ou eee e eee rein, 
or is not vanity the reigning paſſion 

„ - there, ever ready to ſacrifice the eaſe 
of thoſe be beſt loves to the idle 
gratification of the preſent moment? 
Lou cannot judge theſe ſuſpicions 

unwarrantable, when you reflect on 
that behaviour I firſt took umbrage at at. 


That he bad any attachment for — 
- 2 Lat 4 * 21 "Thy 
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by, ngmeaps imagingd _ cow 
© I. believe her food. for his vanity ; ; 16 
liberally, and undiſtinguiſbingly does 
ſhe beſtowher faxourz, You will thin 
den the is below, my jealouſy 3.0.99 l. 
Hut if a man within three days of thay 
fixed for his marriage, can ſyſikr a 
brutal paſſion to run away with him ſo 
0 Mie ag even to riſk. offending, if not 
_ loſing the woman of his choice, ſhe . 
bas little to expect when abſolueely i in 
bis ower, and; nothing tg de but 
filently and ſorely to, lamens her on 


ſolys a folly the world in gener; qi 55 
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| the bare preſumption he was dure of it, 
has dared to abuſe his Power. No, 5 
2 my dear ſiſter, time and a Ready per- 
ſeverance i in endeavouring to merit my 
4 hind can alone convince | me he * 
5 worthy of it. 1 may perhaps be too 
expecting, but were breaking my heart 
to be the conſequence, bend it ſhall 

5 not, or recede one tittle from what! 
at firſt exacted from him. I hate your 
*whining nymphs," and marvel not that 
men deſpiſe them. If ſentiment, if 
reaſon, if- friendſhip has any part in 
5 'forming a connection, it muſt be reci- 
© procal; Your taſſel gentles, your 
coding rurtles, Who ighing' wait their 

; "yin mates return, are incapable of 
115 "A bear ſelt * Paſſion ; ; and deſerve to 
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— % x huſband; as well, 
a8 his perſon. If he ever allows himſelf 
to reflect rationally, he cannot but 
believe their tenderneſs, their attachs | 
ment, is merely perſonal; and that a 
woman who wants ſpirit to feel, and 
ſent am jojurys,wants every generous 
| ſentiment neceſſary to either love or 
5 -friendfhip, Lord M met me on 
the road, and carried we co his houſe 
where my dear lady 
for me With an impatience.y you: will bo 
better able co imagine than I to paint. 
Ladeed, the joy which | appeared in all | 
our countenances on meeting was ſuch 
tas friendſhip only can inſpire. With 
rome difficulty, and much reluctance, 
14 left them. this. morning, not without ty 
= faithful prowile,. to return the firſt 
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moment it was in eee et | 
| certainly: moan; (and fliall be happy) 
d do. Fear of making another faux 
eouche confines ber to the thoiife} 
cheugh her ladyſhip/is in porfect heat 
und ſpirits.” Her lord, and dady R. 
us ever with- ber, and cver ſeeking 
wen amuſements for her: She merits 
ie from both. Is it not almoſt time to 
cell you my lodgings' are the prettieſt i 
in tom; the furniture elegant, trois 
peice ſur le plein 1 Pic. My bed chan. 
ber is over my dining room, a ve 
pretty drefling room within, l 
_ -eloſet within that in ſhort, the whole 
2 houſe i is mine, one room only excepted, % 
which the good old woman, who has N 
che care of all, occupies. Beſides all 
5 weed * Worm: a wonderful pretty garden, | 
. . wich 
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a cndibil ane ee 
examination. I found: that 0 a8 
reaſonable as 1 could with z it is the 
vety next fereet to lady and 
| madame Done; I have ſent to them. A 

| violaitrapat the door, Ir is them, They 
met my ſervant, and would not lay. 
a moment coming to their dear couſin, 
their eſtimable friend, &c. &c. you 
will readily believe, —But I hear them 
on the ſtairs, I muſt go and make my 
curtſy. How mighty civil does curioſity 
appear. Juſt done tea. They have ſeiz- 
ed this moment to make ſome viſits, 
I ſup with them this evening: muſt 
bid my dear ſiſter adieu, for chis day. 7 
1 have written by 0 N to my 
1 a 5 mother. 
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ſaſely venture eo gvicy, them, , 0 the 
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"WE had a private party laſt n 
Not: of les bel elprits of the 
"= firſt” claſs. | Lady = — and 

madame Do extremely lively; 


they ſhewed me vor, particular: ho- 
mours 3 Sir F. D 
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monly entertaining and you know: he 


ty 
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18 always enough ſo to rouſe any thing 


rota 


"animate 3 the little effect it had upon 


= 


me convinces me my ſpirits are ſunk 


into a lower ſtate of dejection than I 
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was aw are of, ok and require every 
on my part, to reſtore them in any 
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degree to their original ſtandard. © A 
pretty expreſſion, that, ſuitable to the 
=_ _ - taſte of the times, and to my taſte, 1 5 NY 
0 | A 4 9 fear. can you Believe 45 ear ſo nicely - il 
delicate as mine once was, is now in- 
Bb finitely more delighted withthe noi 
0 1 | drum, iſe, Ke. than wih the moſt = 
© - Goblime opera? 1 hal. notwithſtanding 
80 to. the the next, to hear a new. finger, 
_ infigitely, beyond all I have ever heard, 
Lam feld qual if nat faeriaur to b. 
mach, famed Farenellj, in whoſe praiſe 
En Woher and aunts hape offen been 
o laviſh, as to make us with we hac 
made our appearance; in this viſible 
world ſomewhat ſooner. I am not clear 


Wo 10 it not ſtill, though. from a dif- 
den motive. Will you forgive me, 
ey choneſt Morvina, if 1.fay becauſe I ! 
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Kould be: * much nearer raving iE 
But 1 muſt either change my ſubject, 
or put an end to wy" letter. 'To dwelt” 
upon 'grievances/ 1 to the world in ge. 9 
* eral, © 18 impertinent, to our partieular = 
friends, eruel, and by no means like 
ve them, ſince it iy ſerves t 280 
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Who is it, can . 6˙4 65 deen 1 
I ſhall not write ſix lines more to you? 
1 know you cannot, and - hate ſuſ- 1 
penſe too much myſelf to inſlict it on 1 
1 others. It is the dear, the worthy, _ 
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but a truce wich epithets, Ance bones 


IL oh inſiſts on. my going home 
. * my heart to:; her. in Part, and 
mean to · do it Wholly, though I am 
perfectly ſatisfied ſhe will immediately 
ſet about diyeſting i. it of every foible ; 7 
to. make way, for that native dignity, 

| oz men term irren be that as it way, 7 
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My dear Morvina, 


1 H A D an uninterrupted conver? 
ſation - of three whole hours. with lady | 
2 yeſterday, on, the, chapter, of 
. To'an excellent head and heart, 
her ladyſhip has added ſome erudition 
and much knowledge of the world; her 
rank in life, the public charscter ſhe 
held abroad, for many years, afforded 
her various opportunities of knowing: 
F mankind. her, extraordinary. penetra- 
don, vivacity, and elearneſs of judg- 
ment, aided her in making the beſt | 

; uſe of all. Happy in ſuch a friend jo 
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1 guide my b youll, ought | 


1 to repine at little rubs we all muſt 


Y meet. wih the common lot of hu- 
| manity z and it greatly depends on 
. ourſelves to leſſen or augment even 


them. But to my more immediate 
purpoſe: lady Bon views —— 2 


| behaviour through reafon's eye, and 
runde him culpable, and ſo often as 
5 Paſſion ſuffers me to appeal to mine, 1 
Jꝛoin in verdict with her, wonder at the 
£0 Power of parriality, the deſpotiſin it 
Holds over our underſtanding. Tam 
Fir from ſuſpeRing'he meant to-offend 


me; but he meant what is 1 thoufand | 
"times worſe, to deceive me; to abuſe 


"hike renderneſs, that opinion I had ef 


kim, to render me in a wort time 


the miſerable dupe of my own own 
PS 8 175 credulity : 


(, 21 5 

edulitys and his predominant paſſion 
once gratified, to make me a tame do- 
meſtic animal, uſeful to bis intereſt, 
nay, perhaps to his pleaſures to. He 
reckoned-my pride would turn. to his 
account, and no ſufferings, however | 
ſevere, force me-to confeſs to the 


world, to my family, and friends, how 

weak my judgment, -how ſtrong my 
paſſion, for an object unworthy my 
attention, otherwiſe than merely as an 
object. Handſome he certainly i is; but 6 
alas] perſonal charms, allowing they 
were permanent, cannot enſure happi- 
neſs for any length of - time: and no 
| ſooner do we know a man capable of 
; playing the villain, than we perceive it 
marked moſt ſtrongly in every fea- 
ture, and feel diſguſt towards the 
| whole, 


« 2 


| Aale. This Preamble will lead you? 


2 It 64 3 *\ f 


into a Knowledge of my determination, 


| to put a final end to this filly affair. 1 | 


| change, Kc. | No, my Morvina, 


mean to ſee lin once more, in order to 
receive my letters and reſtore his: 
Pronounce me not unſtable, prone, to 


heart has felt too fore a wound to be 


fukceprible of a ſecond flame, or to 2 


| gain its native eaſe; ; that eaſe, which 


3 


* * 2 


mone thröugh erety thing 1 ſaid, 
rough all'T did; which made me 
ever pleaſed, ever happy, and deſi. 
rous of rendeting' others ſo. That 1 


: may not now break in upon their hap- 


pineſs, a and become a tax upon my 
"friends, 1 put on ſpirits when they 


532 1 


are far from me, and ſpeak of myſelf 


"rarely; 3 indeed, never in confidence to 
90 ; . any, 


( 3 io 
15 [ur 
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any; „faxe you ahd lady — You, ö 
De ' UTR 8 


may remember it was am early maxim 
of mine, we ſhould n never make more. 1 
abſolu 3 towards CO 
pliſhment of it Notwithſtanding my. 
fracas With —— had reached the, 2 
ears of lady, übe and twenty 
more of our hers ami, before my ar- 
rival, I carefully avoided dropping a 
ſingle ſyllable that could betray my er- 
rand to town, or my reſolves ſince. 1 
; have f ſent my own ſervant with a letter 


* : 
. * * PA '4 #4 44 


| to hr ering who now commands 5 


0 8 


party of the guards at N. —, to in- 


form him of my ſertled purpoſe; and 
that if be Rill perſiſts in requeſting to 
deliver my letters into my own hands, 


be may have an opportunity of doing 
it 


L 


( ay. 155 
it at a ater-drinking place, 1 1 | 


ſhall be in a few days, and which is at 
jeaſt thirty miles nearer bim. Any 
mortal but my dear Morvina, would 
wiſh me near any thing but a pen and 


int. To be conſcious of this, and ſtill g 


run on tiring you to death, is too inde- 


lica ate, too ſellith ; ; "therefore farewel; 
love, and believe me ever your tender | 
and el friend. kee. A 


: T3011 


- Bs + 
CES 


P. 8. The account you give of our | 
| dear mother's health and ſpirits, is the 


r 


only pleaſing occurrence that has been 


able to force i its way into my heart ſince 


we parted : pray Heaven ſhe may long 
remain 0 on earch, A bleſling to us; 5 and 


hs 


enable us to merit, in ſome degree, a 


Hifi ſoineſtimable.. 1 
: ZIG 1 muſt 


( 25 ) 


I muſt not forget to tell you, I was at 
the Opera taſt night. Very full, very 
fine indeed; Manzoli's voice beyond 
imagination charming ; 1 his * and 
figure nothing remarkable. My old 
friends, Lady D — and Miſs S——, 
_ were in the very next box to ours; . 

prized not a little, but agreeably ſo, to 
find me in town. I wiſh the latter 
may not divine the cauſe. Once more, 
good night. My next letter will be from 
8, where I go to-morrow to drinlæ 
the waters of Lethẽé; zhey. only have 
Power to heal my malady. WO 1a 
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at ries ion from 


My Dear ores mel 


1. AM this inſtant wn at the moſt | 
ſhabby: of all ſhabby places. Such 
rooms! ſuch walks! But no matter; 
it is new; and from that charm alone ſo 

crowided, it is a mercy, I have been able 
to get a lodging. A piece of good for- 
tune I owe. to the Naſh of the place, 
having had the honor (as he ſays). or” © 
being known to the Viſcount my bro- 
ther. It is the only houſe empty near 
the Wells. My friend, after begging 
leave to preſent his wife to me in the 
| walks, n me my acquaintance 
9 „ 5 a 
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Lady B. W. her ſiſter, and two 4 
ters, are bere, and live within an hun- 
dred yards of my houſe. I ſhall go to 

them, but make no new acquaintance. 

My ſpirits are too much depreſſed to 

let mereliſh the melange of company, 
conſequently the riotous, vulgar jollity 

of the very firſt places of this ſort, 1 

ſend this by my poſtilivn, who is this f 
moment ſetting off for town, to get me mw 


2 better! pair of horſes, for I mean to 
travel about much; the country 1 is pret- | 


wy, and to me 22 05 new. Adieu. 
3 1 23 FSC 


— 


Yours ever, . 


' 


1 Let me | hear from vou ſoon, 
: I ſhall write no more till after the i in- 
teryiew, 70 e OE Re 
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_ My y dear Morvins, 


! 1 SEE you ſtand aghaſt? You ven- 
der what is become of me! Lou con- | 
clude my fine reſolves are vaniſhed: Vas 
niſhed at the fight - Of ——, (for | 
| he has been here) and that L would not, 
be the firſt to give you an account of 
my own defaite: toute au contraire. ; 
The very fight of a man who had ſo 
far preſumed upon the ſtrengthof my at- 
tachment to him, as to venture riſque- 
ing the loſs of it, rouſed all the Briton 
in me, enabled me to ſhew him, I both 


deſpiſed and abhorred an heart capable 


of  duplicity, not to add ingratitude; 


/ 


a9) 


and l ci not, I ſaid, einde my- 
ſelf to believe, the head which accom- 
panied it much more valuable: and 1 
ſhould hold that woman cheap indeed, 
who pretended to love where ſhe could 
not eſteem. | 't A paſſion ſo ſhameful ill 
became the delicacy of our ſex, and 
deſerved a much harſher name chan 


chat of love. Perſonal likings were 
certainly very copquerable; for the 
moment reaſon had withdrawn from be- 
fore our eyes the cloud of paxtiality, ſofar 

as to let us ſee even the trifling light ſuch 

characters muſt appear in to the rational 
part of the world, little would remain, 
but ob / the pity on't, Tago. Tou will 
think, my dear Morvina, my heart did 
not altogether agree with my tongue; 

I believe be thought ſo too, by the infi- 
Hite pains he took to reinſtate himſelf 
bone C2 there, 


"A 30 5 
tes, and his ſteady perſeverance i in re- 
fuſing me my letters. He ſaid, unleſs 1 
would tell him what cauſe I had to think 
they were leſs ſafe in his hands now, 
than at the time I wrote them, he 
hoped I would permit him to preſerve 
them, however ſevere and cruel the lot 
I doomed him to: knowing I had once 
harboured gentler ſentiments, leſs inju- 


rious to bim, and more worthy of me, 


would afford him ſome conſolation, &c. 
I told him, with a ſmile of contempt, | I 
believed tlfey contained nothing ſingu- 
larly abſurd, nothing more than all idle 
letters of that ſort contained; yet 1 
could not, 1 muſt confeſs; forbear re- | 
gretting that ſuch monuments of my 
folly ſhould, ſurvive even the folly it- 
ſelf. 1 perceived his. vanity: felt no 


inconſiderable wound: indeed his heart 
ſeemed 


e 

| ſeemed hurt, and. to join \ moſt Gncerely 
with his tongue, which wanted not ora- 
tory to paint his ſufferings i in 0 deplora- 
ble a light, that I began to fear the 
contagion 3 and Judging | it eaſier to fly 
than reſiſt temptation, rung my bell, or- , 
_ dered my carriage inſtantly to the door, 
told him I had outſtayed my engage 
ment to Lady E „ lag He en- 
treated a few minutes farther audience, 


which like a moſt cruel princeſs, 1 re- 
| fuſed, He handed f me into my chaiſe : : 
it was well I was not going by water, 
the vehemence of his Highs muſt have 
overſet the boat, Suppoſe it had, he 
would undoubtedly have plunged into 
the gulph, faved my life at the hazard 
of his own, and gratitude on my part 
muſt have paid the price of his Prowefs. 
2 | ſupped at Lady E—W: he was 
| * 4 obliged, 


* 


x * ) 
obliged tO return that night to his 
quarters, * which however he did r not do, 
until he had traverſed under her Lady- | 
| hip 5 windows at leaſt a thouſand times. | 
He had no fort of acquaintance with 
her; there was not the ſmalleſt chance 
of his being aſked in; but 1 had the 
pleaſure of hearing my taſte univerſally © 


approved by thoſe who knew dot of my 
Paſſion, conſequently « could not mean to 
flatter 1 me. | In mort, 1 found he has 
charms enow to juſtify me to the world, 
+ though not to myſelf ; ; and, that my head 
and heart \ were likely to continue at war 


11 


with each other ſome time longer. 1 5 
cannot too fon. return to the amiable 
Lady . whoſe councils have | 
: ever been d to me moſt falutary. 'He may 
get leave o come here agein; he may 
come e for a few hours without! leave, and 


ä 


89 8 * 
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perſecute me with a paſſion, 'I dune al- | 
-moſt believe he now feels. That belief 
may perhaps awaken mine. The agi- 
tation of mind this interview. threw me 
into, you will readily believe, appeared 
in my countenance. Lady E 
marked i it. I ſeized. the opportunity of 
telling her the waters by no means 
| agreed with me; Te that 1 believed [ muſt. 
defiſt * drinking chem, while | did 
| ſtay; at S——, and that my ſtay there 
would neceſſarily be ſhorter than, 1 at 
firſt intended ; as my phyſicians in town 
might probably recommend. ſome other 
ſpa to me. You: know. Lady. E— 
: and her ſiſters : are. old friends of ing: 


we have lived together ever ſince 1 have 
3 been at this place. Her Ladyſhip' 8. 
8 houſe is not above two hundred yards | 


: from mine: : no vulgar manſion a. aſſure 
gy” „ ö . 


8 
#1 % 3 
14 WS 


[4 3 1's 
a you) in the days of our Teure ad ; 
dur Edwards, though dwindled into the 


| habitation of an honeſt farmer, who 
| lives in the ſuperfluous offices, and lets : 
"the reſt out for the Vater - drinking ſea- 
2 fon. My domicile” is every thing in 
mimisture, and was you to come here, 
you would be tempted (as our friend 
Mr. W— was at a certain dutcheſs' s) to 
deſire it might be brought to your car- 
8 riage. After all, it is every thing 1 
want; and infinitely better adapt d to 
my preſent turn of mind than the moſt 
: ſuperb palace. 765 he ſituation to the 
full as romantic as I am, or was, when - 
4 uſed to ſtand. freezing at the end of - 
the terras in poor R s park, liſten- 
ing by turns to the gentle murmuring 
ſtream, and rapid caſcade, your mor- 


u avertion. The length of my letter 
; will 


— 


( 35) 

- will I hope ſerve to convince you my 
ſilence can never proceed from want of 
inclination. to converſe with you. [I 
ſhall write to you, once again at leaſt, 
before I leave this place, though I mean 
to be laboriouſly* civil, and fly about 
| abundantly while I do ſtay. That we 
cannot fly from our own minds 1 will 
allow, but we may amuſe that melan- | 
choly it would be madneſs. to indulge. 
L omit not one poſt writing to my mo- 
ther, therefore you know I am in perfect 
health; and to know the weakneſs of 
my heart, which by the way argues no 
great thought of head, will be as ink 

ſome for you to read, as for me to write; 


but in every humour, in every t 
"ke eee r 5 
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- E has tried every effort to — UY 
my peace of mind: alas! he does dil. 


8 turb it: ' hab, 1 fear, for ever ruined it. 


"Yet chere i is ſome conſolation, ſome ſa- 
| risfaQtion'i in being able to conceal our 


| woes from the worthleſs: author of them. 


Oh! Juſt 1 Heaven, can L do 1 live o 


81 


"write. bim worthleſs, and to Jou, my 


9”. aut 


dear indulgent. ſiſter, who. have liſtened 
| to m me whilſt 1 ſpent whole days i in zel- 
5 ling forth, his praiſe. The inſtability, af 


human nature Was I then deceived, 


or e muſtaken ? . Fain. would * 
' believe 


- 


i909. 


believe the latter; but when doubts 
once ſeize upon the mind, trifles light as 
air, ſeen through that magnifier jealou- 
fy, are indeed confirmations ſtrong a8 
Proofs of holy writ and we may bid 
adieu, a laſt adieu to future friendſhip, 


which by mutual confidence alone ſub- 
fiſts; that food denied, it ſickens, and 
ſhortly dies. Ought 1 not then to feel : 
the gentleneſs of my lot, compared 
to that 1 was on the very verge of 


ſuſtaining; to have been i in the power c of 
my tyrant, obliged | to bear his taunts, to 


ſupplicate his ſmiles ; Perhaps have lit- 4 
tle it innocent partners in my ſorrows, who | 


Bi have no ſhare | in the follies which 
| cauſed them: to bring them up with 


| ſentiments different to my 0201, unequal 
to their birth, had to me been as impoſ- 
able, as, 10 haye given . them the de 


quoy 


33 3 
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quoy to ſupport ſuch ſentiments ; while 
a father laviſhed on vanity and diſſipa- | 


tion the only poſſible means towards it.. 
Reflections ſuch as theſe muſt ſurely ren- 


der every il we ſuffer ſingly ſupport- 
able, at leaſt to a mind not totally void of 
delicacy, and ſecure us from danger of 
relapſes. 'To you T will confeſs, I be- 
lieve myſelf heroine: enough to endure 
the ſoreſt ſtrokes of fortune ſingly and. 
ſecretly z but to ſit the ſad witneſs to the 
pangsof thoſe 1 love, a pointed object 
- for fools to gaze at, and for the beſt natu- 
tured part of mankind to inſult with 
their pity, i is more than 1. am equal to: 
therefore Iam determined to. perſevere. 
N in my firſt reſolves, colt. me what it. 


will; and ſhould my bear be made of : 


ſuch brittle ſtuff, een let it break: 2 
"ſhall; nor act unworthy the heroic race 


when nce | 


" "00-7 
hence it ſprung, or the character of 
Four affectionate ſiſter and friend. 


The chaiſe is at the door. Adieu 
to ————; ] have already ſent 
back ſeveral of his letters unopened, and 


cautioned Sanchonia, as ſhe regards my 
favour, to receive no letters or meſſages: 
from his ſervants, &c. above all, to re- 
member I am never at home to him. 
_ Meet in public we unavoidably muſt. 
Perhaps that may aid me not a little, in 

conquering this unhappy paſſion; as it 
is more than probable my apparent in- 
difference will pique his vanity, and the 
abſurdity of his conduct, diſguſt me. 
Every thing is ready; I muſt away; 
adieu! ma chere ſans adieu. My mo- 

ther's letter gave me much pleaſure. I 


will | 


v, 
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ope 
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ſo far as to wear the face of that 
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1 N > The Morvina, | 3 155 1 
AN eaſy chaiſe and FI 1.0 horſs 
whiſked me to town inſenſibly; leſs fa» 
_ tigued with. the length of my journey, 
than the agitation of my mind. I went 
into bed, drank tea, read à packet of 
letters that had lain ſame time expecb- 
ing me to town: one from my dear Lady 
B „ who is ſtill in the country. 
I ſhall 1 feel little mortification in being 
denied to all other viſitants. The faith- 
ful Sanchonia ſits by,my, bed, making 
my tea, and diſplaying the ſuperior ta- 
Xa of an ee Kerpet. is a fool ta 
her. 


* 1 
1 
4 a —_ 


| „„ 

her. I much doubt if any character ex- 
hibited on the ſtage can reach her. I 
ſometimes ſmile, at other times am 
tempted to be peeviſh, till I reflect ſne 
means well, and that is as much as the 
beſt of us dare boaſt. Her ſighs echo 
mine, her tears flow faſter. Upon the 
whole, I eſteem her a treaſure invaluable 3 
ſhe is honeſt, faithful, affectionate, and 
has the honour to think with Rochefou- 


ö cault, that we forgive as. long as We 


love. Wonders I will torture my own 
heart, merely to break Dams 8 that | 
bis heart will break, the is perfectly 


convinced: there I confeſs I am an "infi- 


del, having met with few male martyrs 
in the annals of love. I muſt write by 
this poſt to my mother, and to Lady 
M iber lord comes to town next 
5 ern En 1 ſhall be glad to „ 
worthier. 


4 


« 3 » 
I will encloſe Lady B_—— letter to 


me; more worth your reading than all 


I can write; except that I am, my 


dear NMorvina 8 fond liſter and unalter- 


able friend. N 1955 
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To the Honourable At H. 


ru, not, my dear Miſs 3 | 


Br PW x 1 


1 apprehend ) you capable of breaking 
your promiſe, were your future happi- 
neſs leſs dependant on the performance 
of it. When I ſay your ſejour at S— 
is rather long, the pleaſure your compa- 
| ny ever affords me, may, I allow, make 1 it 
appear longer to me, than to your ac- 
quamtance in general. The many and 
great inconveniencies ariſing from ſuch 
ſtay, preſent themſelves to my imagi- 
nation by thouſands: above all, the 
continual agitation of mind your pre- 


ſent ſituation neceſſarily ſubjects you to, 5 


may affect your health, a bleſſing you 
are bound by -all laws, human and di- 
vine, to preſerve, by every means in 
—_— | your 


FD 


<4) 
your: power. However little value life 
may appear of to you at., preſent, deli- 
cacy to your friends ſhould make you 
wiſh to hold it on any terms. Beſides, 
death will not come when we call him; 
neither can we be ſure our heroiſm will 
enable us to ſtare him in the face, tho 
1 often repreſents him in a deſpicable f 
light. In ſhort, my friend, you need 
not add bodily pain to the miſery of mind 
you ſuffer. Truſt me, you cannot 
change the ſcene too ſoon; you. have 


heard all —— has to ſay, which . 


amounts to no more than this; he has 
deceived you once, he would be glad to 
have it in his power to deceive you 
again. You are food for his vanity 
his pride is piqued : 1 ſay his pride; for 
had he a heart worthy yours, he would 

have underſtood it better, and valued it 


(46) 
Without any other reaſon to dif- 


a you from ſuch: a connexion, this 
alone might ſuffice. He 1 is loſt in diſſi- 
pation ; incapable of attachment ; would 0 
ſacrifice all, and every perſon uponearth, 
to the preſent moment. This truth (my 
dear friend) you have amply proved. 
Was you wild enough to put yourſelf 
again in his power! ? Without dealing with 
Demoniacs, I will venture to pronounce 
you would daily, nay haurly experience 
each pang the human heart is heir to; 1 
this one hope, left you and your friends, 
that the delicacy, the ſentiments of your 
heart, and feeling diſpoſition, could not 
let you long ſurvive misfortunes little 
likely to be your lot—Whuther am I 
rambling? to dwell on grievances is not 
the way to remove them. Haſ 
ſcenes ef amuſement; 3 eie you are 
c 1 not | 


/ 


(3 ©» 


not in humour to join in them, I will 
liſten to all your ſighs, with that unwea - 
ried patience you often admired in me. 
Should it ever fail me, your friend the 
Marquis, has a fund inexhauſtible; 
and having nothing but mere conjecture 
to judge from, piques himſelf greatly 
on his mighty penetration in finding 
out your illneſs was wholly mental; talk- 
ing Engliſh is the higheſt compliment 
.you can make him, though he under- 
ſtands not fix words of it; and cannot 
2 betray your confidence, nor break in 
upon your hiſtory farther than you your- 
 felf would wiſh; by exclaiming ever and 
anon, ab ! mon Dieu, quelque domage, ob ! 
abominable, Sc. You ſee 1 am quite in 
_ nonſenſe humour ; laugh at me, laugh 
with me but believe me perfectly ſe- 


rious, when J aſſure you, you have not 
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YOUR And my ti Marion; 
ſpoke the language of your honeſt heart. 
1 ſaw you in each ſyllable, J admired, 
you through every line of it; regret⸗ 
ted the diſtance. that ſeparates | us, 
abhorred the cauſe, or rather myſelf, 
What unpardonable weakneſs 1 To wait 
for a remedy from time, my own rea- 
ſon ſhould long ſince have brought me. 
I rejoice you agree with lady B at 
laſt. I knew you would like her letter; 
it 1s ſo unaffected, friendly, and ſincere; 
written more from the heart than the 
head. 1 hate your florid adviſers, whoſe 
weight of wiſdom, knocks you down at 


Vor. I. „ once; 


once; and who inſult you on thoſe foi- 
bles, an exemption from which they 
owe to no other cauſe than ſheer inſenſi- 
' bility. I need not tell you I am infi- 
nitely happy to learn my. mother is free . 
enough from her head-achs to give up | 
all thoughts. of the Bath' this ſeaſon, 
though it will, 1 fear, Nippel for ſome 
time -our meeting. Lady | — has 
juſt ſent to aſk me to dinner to day, 1 
kave pleaded inability to ſtir out, and 
he graciouſly comes to me, I ſhould be 
mighty glad to ſee her, was the leſs pry- 
ing into what by no means concerns her, 
and had not an hundred friends to talk 
one over to. Then her Ladyſhip- is ſo 
youthfully romantic in her ideas of love. 
She will ExPAtiate for ever on the ſub⸗ 
ject; cry with you, or for you; chime 


in vith a folly, 8 abſurdiry of 5 
| love 


„ ) 


love diſte | pered brain; and out more 
excuſes for a faithleſs lover, than the 
moſt aſſured would dare to offer for 
himſelf; Y and by this means ſoftens your 
heart into a kind of involuntary confeſs 
ſion; "which though ſhe "intends not to 
miſuſe; at e the time, ſhe will frequently 
| again you in the end; for it is not 
from che cauſe but the effect) that ſhe 
judges and decides; and holds no ſin 
unpardonable but poverty. With all 
this I believe her perfectly virtuous, and 
on many oceafions good-natured. Had 
ſhe the gifts of ſtabiliry and retention, 
I believe ſhe would be always fo. She 
conſults not her judgment ſo much as 
the faſhion, in chuling friends, there. 
fore is often diſappoipted in them, and ; 
places it to the account of human na- 


ture, not want of penetration ia ſelecting | 
| D 2 | her 


AN 


ber favourites. Theſe frequent g. 
1 pointments have poiſoned ber mind to 
Auch a degree, as to make her live in 
eternal ſuſpicion « of mankind i in general. 

; This account of one whoſe underſtand- 
ing, &c. we were taught to idolize, will 
a little ſurprize you. Sk ill think the | 
| has. good one, though not a bright one. | 
N Her mind is well informed by reading 

both books and the world. Nobody 
ſſees more or better company 3 her houſe. | 

zs ſtill the ton; notwithſtanding you 

would at times ſwear it was Noah's ark; 

but violent party ſpirit unayoidably ſub- | 

ects us to that. Her houſe is in general 

2 a, receptacle of belle eſprit. I have 
ſeen ſome of the very firſt claſs here, 

89 and been enough charnied to forget my 
ſorrows. Theſe ſeem to revere her judg- 
ment and as many of them want :nci- 
* 5 


053) 


cher her intereſt or her purſe, — 
be too ſevere to fuſpect them capable of 
ſtooping to flattery, where no hure, no: 
temptation: could be thrown out In- 
deed I believe her judgment is good, 
when ſhe lets it have fair play: it is too 
often warped by affectation, prejudice, 
and partiality. I. muſt to dreſs, or ſne 
will find me in my night-cap, I am- 
high in her Ladyſhip's good graces, aud 
I could, I confeſs, really love her, did 
1 dare to depend upon the friendſhip ſne 
ſo warmly profeſſes for me, and for all. 
our family. She often aſks after you in 
the kindeſt manner. Nobody can love 

: you too. well, my dear Morvina, and 
few ſo much as your affectionate 
liter, dee. INE 
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T H I 8 lady 8 1 din Mor- 

vina) will force herſelf into one's con- 

fidence; nay, into one $ heart. She 

is extremely agreeable. 1 never knew 
her half ſo much ſo, as ſhe was yel- 

| terday. She ſtayed with me till paſt 

three in the morning: few women have 

read ſo much, or books ſo well choſen, 


or ſo happily digeſted their reading. She 
has clearly ſelected the beſt ideas of the h 
beſt authors, ſo as to make the ſenſe her 
own. ls it a wonder then her judgment 
5 ſhould ſeldom err? For by comparing 
the paſt with the preſent, we may give a 
ſhrewd gueſs at the future, without the 
gife of forcknowledge. In ſhort, much | 
. . 
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times her LENS} Lane me « on my 


(46 ) 


improvement is to be gained, as well as 


* 


Pleaſure, by converſing with her Lady- 


ſhip. Nor does ſhe deal out her infor- 
mation with an air of ſuperiority, myſ 


tery, &c. 1 know no perſon better, if 


ſo well, qualified to form the mind of a 


young woman; to point out the ſureſt 
paths to virtue, and thoſe flowery ways 
m inſenſibly lead us too near the re- 


verſe, by inducing us to fir our hearts 


_ tranſitory delights, nor "raiſe our 


views beyond this globe terreſtrial ; de- 


| Jights which may intoxicate, but never 


y a rational mind, even in its 


| preſent ſtate, and muſt render it totally 
unit for another. She feels the unplea- 
Lanineſs of my ſituation; would do any 


ching to extricate me from it. Some- 


it " 4 « f 1 
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calls it,) and on that religion. which I 
hope 1 4 in ſome degree poſſeſs; on 
my duty to the only parent heaven has 
left me; the love and delicacy I owe 
you all; to make an effort, and get 
the better of a paſſion, which allowing | 
the object ever ſo lincere, in gratefully. 
and tenderly returning it, muſt end un- 
happily, and involve you all in thoſe 
 diſtreſſes, the narrowneſs of his fortune, . 
and expenſive turn of mind, muſt ſub- 
ject me to. Indeed, my dear ſiſter, the- 
ſtrength, the truth of this reaſoning 
makes me tremble, on a retroſpect” of 
the dreadful precipice 1 have fo narrow- 
ly eſcaped, and à conduct 1 feel wat 
criminal. 1 had certainly no right to- 
— indulge a Pafſion one ſingle moment, 
that I Knew too well my mother would 
be en averſe to. Being what the 
N i D 5 | world 


1 KY 


World calls our oyn miſtreſs, is a bad 
reaſon for relaxing i in our duty to, [thoſe 


” ERLIOAE. 


who gave us being. A parent leſs ; in- 
dulgent than ours, merits more regard, 
more duty and attention than we can 
offer. Had theſe reflections ſtruck me 
with ata force, ſomewhat earlier, it 
would have ſaved me many an anxious 
hour. Diſeaſes of the mind, as thoſe of 
the body, cannot be too ſpeedily attend - 
ed to. Keep this ever in your. mind, 
my dear ſiſter, and let not your gentle 
eaſy nature - be a dupe to that artifice 
men in general practice towards us all, _ 
F often from no other motive but to in- 
dulge their vanity, - or raiſe their merit 
f with ſomeworthleſs ohject, whom faſhion 
| induces them to follow, and the glory of 
fo pplanting a rival makes them ſacrifice 
very thing to a wretch, who in their 


(9) 


4 


£ heart they. deſpiſe. Lafer not from this] 


I look upon the whole ſex as dangerous 
betrayers. Far from it. I hold the 
friendſhip of a ſenſible well-bred man 
of honour, a very valuable acquiſition; 
But then his honour mult not conſiſt in 
running a man thorough the body, or 
ſhooting him thorough the head. It 
muſt ariſe from a principle in the heart 
nurſed up and cheriſhed by: religion and 
reaſon. - A meer moral man is my aver- 
fion ; though in truth he ought-to be an 
object of my compaſſion; for What is 
he more than Ar puppet; ſtrutting his 
hour away on this ſtage of miſery and 
folly; vainly aſſuming to himſelf the 
attributes of his maker; peremptorily 

deciding on the | preſent, regardleſs of 
| * not denying) the future z at the ſame 
time his coward heart gives the 1 to his 
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Nike, nay, to his tongue, which in every 


danger, under every calamity, invokes 
the aid of that-all-wiſe, all powerful Be 


ing, he has dared in his hours of | mirth 
and ollity, to blaſpheme. Too many of 


theſe wretches are termed good fort of 


men; men of hondur. But ſhould we 


wonder, can we be ſurprized, to 


Prove them otherwiſe, who make plea- 
ure or profit the ſole criterion. of their 


actions, whoſe views are contraſted with- 5 
in the narrow eompaſs of the preſent 
ſpace? I am only amazed ſuch a man 


thinks i it neceſſary to wear the maſk ſo 


Far, as to ſtop at any ill his wild 


imagination ſuggeſts, where his'rank and 


fortune ſhamefully bid -defiance to the 


laws. But I muſt end my reflections, or 
5 be too late for the poſt. God bleſs you; 


bebeve me truly yours, xc. 


L E T. 
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My dear Morvina, 
AFTER fo. long an abſence, and 
having ſeen , you will eaſily believe 
T had too much to ſay to Lady Bom 
to find time for writing yeſterday, and | 
a very ſhort letter muſt now ſuffice to 
convince you nothing can put yeu out 
of either my head or heart. To poſſeſs 
the laſt you think is perhaps the ſpeedieft . 
and ſureſt way of ſecuring the firſt, 
that it frequently ſo happens I will By 
low 3 yet to my ſhame and confuſion * 
vill confeſs, my heart approves what 
my reaſon condemns; 3 yet truſt me, 1 
| will be led only by the latter, and I gat 


„3 


ter elf this imbecility of heart, ariſe 
more from conſtitutional fidelity, for 
which you know our family have long 
been famed, than want of ſpirit i in me, 
My friend not only approves, but ad- 
mires my whole conduct at S——, 
and by way of indueing me to perſevere : 
to the end, has told me the prettieſt love 
ſtory you ever heard, though ſomewhat | 
tragical. 1 he heroine is an intimate 
friend of lady Bo_m V 5 as the ſequel 
will ſhew, and made her ladyſhip the 
q | «confidente Gf her heart throughout the is 
fair. But time and accident, the „ 
fer o of all events, brought to light the 
| greateſt part of this. Should 1 find | 
|. timeto write it, and be able to obtain 
| lady B- 
elinly- have it. 1 dine with her to- day, | 


's permiſſion, you ſhall cer- 


—y we 80 to Ranelagh i in dhe e 4 


FEY 


with two Italian princes, an nr ; 


his lady, an envoye, a reſident, and a 
very pleaſing young man, juſt returned 


from making the grande tour. He has 
brought home much of the foreign eaſe 
and politeneſs, without the foppery; and 
n great fortune is the leaſt of his agree · 
mens. Sanchonia announces the fri- 
zeur, and 1 muſt for this time bid adieu 
to my amiable Morvina. Love and be- 

heve me ever x YOu: affetionate ae 6 | 


I have this moment received my 
mother's kind letter. . long infinite 
10 to ſee her and you. My dear Mor- | 
vina, the ſpeaks much i in Tour praiſe, | mT 
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: AT length, my dear Mö 1 . 0 
| "gained lady Bui conſent, and what 


\ 


anus much more difficult to obtain, an 
| uninterrupted morning, to ſend you the 
Hiſtory 1 promiſed, and much with | you | 
to read. If I uſher not my heroine in 
with a long train of anceſtors, perhaps 
you will not receive her; at leaſt, ad am 
ſure) you will not be much intereſted. 
about her fate, Beſides, as you. do. not . 
know her, i it is neceſſary towards ae cr. 5 
rying on my ſtory. f 
Know then, the father of "OVER | 
ſprang from one of the moſt noble and 


| * of the Saxon race. Though diſ- 
W 


WY: 
| ringuiſhed by no mark of court foroury 
fave that of baronet, it is certain they 


merited much higher honours, and would 
| undoubtedly have obtained them, had 


not their ſteady adherence to their un- 15 


fortunate monarch, thrown them at a 
| diſtance from the fountain where thoſe 

honours ariſe. Their eſtate, either from 
being ſettled, or their never having for- 
5 feited it by any overt act of rebellion, 
| flill remains 1 in the family, and is a very 
1 good one. Her mother need yield to no 3 
one in blood or merit, and has bleſſed 


"the world and her huſband with many” 
patterns of her virtue. In ſhort, ſhe 


has produced a race of healthful, duti- 
ful, and beautiful children, valuable 
1 members of ſociety, and friends to their 
: country. Of her ten children, Eudocia 
= 2 the Jargeſt ſhare of beauty; 
nor 
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nor were her charms merely perſonals 
every ſingle feature was brightened by 
that benevolence of heart, that ſenſibi- 
lity of ſoul, that gentleneſs of diſpoſi- 


tion which light up the whole; her un- 
derſtanding only was maſculine. With 
"all theſe, and many more agreemens, 


than either my pen or memory can trace, 
vou will readily believe ſhe wanted. not 
ſuitors. No ſooner did the, appear in 
the world, than the. cheyalier received | 

_ propoſals innumerable. Many very 1 
great ones, ſuch as neither prudence, 
nor parental feelings would have allowed | 


Ry him to reject, had Eudocia' 8 inclinations 


coincided with his and her mother's 


7 wiſhes, fora boneſtabliſmment, which how- 


ever they 1 were far, very far from deſiring 


| to purchaſe at the expence o of her happi- 
ack. She had ever aſſured them, with 


0 67 . 


all imaginable deference to their Judg- 
ment, that an union of minds and an. 
ners appeared to her the princip if 
not ſole ingredient towards conſtituting 
Happy n marriages ; that might ſhe be per- 
mitted to ſpeak her opinion freely, ſhe 
held all other unions the loweſt, the ba- 
ſeſt proſtitution, and abhorred the very 

. ideaof bing (or more properly ſpeaking) 
exiſting, a wretch i in ſplendour. Theſe 

5 ſentiments were the ſheer reſult of deli- 
cacy; for at chis time her heaft was 

perfectiy at eaſe: but ſhe had no idea of 

1 'beſtowing her hand vithout its dictates. 
The ti time of their going to town drew 
near. Though Sir J. and lady D— dn 
did! not 8⁰ to court, they lived much in 
"the beaux monde 5 ; viſited withour idle | 

party diſtindtion, and were admired and | 

beloved d by all. Amongſt her brother's 
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incimates, was a young man of faſhion, 
whoſe genius was to the full as ſuperior : 
as his perſon was ſtriking ; ; he occupied 
7 a poſt of honour about the then Prince, | 
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- but of I no- great emolument, and unfor- 


. 


| tunately f for 2 heroine, he was a younger 
brother. | The charms of bis perſon . 


were leſs attractive than the ſprightlineſs 
of his wit :  ineffeſt, it it, had been difficult 
·⁰ poſſeſs 2 larger f ſhare. of eicher, and 
along with i it Ar manner fo pleaſing, He | 
; fared n not  abqut f for apf probation * or Ser 
ſeemed to think. he mwerited it, by ſaying. 
a lively! d thing; politely atten- 
tive to. the delicacy of your. ſelfr love, he 
frequently talked. to you. of your, ex- 
| Ploies, | but never entertained y you with 
his own; praiſed, you lite, bur Aattered- 
your much, by the pleaſure you ſeeqned: 
t o afford him. He was not ignorant; - 


of | 
$6 8 that 


* 


Ss 
— . — 


2 — = E 


2 
EASY 


*, - 
3 
- 


* 

1 
G 
In 
i 


N 
ot 
806 
* 
. 
"4 g 
1 
1 
N 
+4 
j N 
' 

1 1 
— 
LL 
6-40 
} . 
. 
i 
! 
th: 


16% 
chat of all the gifts nature beſtows, wit 
is that which men envy che moſt, and 
pardon the ſeldomeſt, conſequently. was 
better pleated, you ſhould not ſee that he 
really had, than £0 appear ſuperior to 
you; whence no perſon ever parted from 
him, without being fully perſuaded, next 
to themſelves, he was the moſt elevated 
genius the world ever produced. I he 
diſputed your opinion, he ſeemed to 


give your arguments greater force. His 
verſes, his fentiments, the goodneſs of | 
| his heart, and the whole turn of his un- | 
derſtanding, failed not to render him 
conſpicuous, and to charm the love and 
admiration of all who knew him. Was 
it a wonder then, that Eudocia ſhould 
x diſtinguiſh him from u crowd of airy, 
ae fops, tough adorned with the 
pL "ES | moſt 


mean ĩt for his own information, and to 


| < ys. ) | 
moſt ſpecious marks of court favour; bee. 
She ſaw him often; for when he was 
1 not i in waiting, he might be ſaid to tive 
_atSir J_— 8. His friendſhip for Mr. 
— gave him this privilege, and 
the paſſion he early conceived for the 
lovely Eudocia, rendered him leſs nice 
in the uſe of it, than his modeſty would 
otheriviſe' have ſuffered him to be. But 
| nothing could. tempt him to make an ill 


uſe of that friendſhip, by endeavouring 3 


to ſeduce the heart af Eudocia, when | 
he believed her parents (tender as they Þ 
were towards her) would never conſent | 
ſhe ſhould. beſtow her hand. He was. 
happy in the paſſion he felt, and i in ſee 
ing the object. that raiſed j it, even with- 
out ſecking a return, or cheriſhing the 
ſmalleſt hopes: though that naivete in- 
x a from vncorrupted yourd, made 
ber 
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R on a Boufend- occaſions: betray 2 
partiality towards him, | ſhe little knew 
the ſource of, and which a leſs reſpect- 
ful, leſs paſſionate admirer, would Have 
conſtrued into downright love. He fre- 
quently breathed out the tender feelings 
of his ſoul in little pieces of poetry, the 
moſt elegant and pathetic, which ſhe _ 
read, admired, and applauded, without 
a ſingle idea that Artamon was the au- 
chor, or ſhe herſelf. the muſe which in- 
ſpired him. Never did ſhe appear in 
public that ſhe did not draw the atten- 
tion, nay, admiration of all the men of 
taſte, a as well as of thoſe Who wiſhed to 
ä counted ſuch. To be i in the liſt 'of 
Eudobia- 8 lovers,” was 4100“ ſufficient to | 
gain the bon ton. Imagine then (ünce 
| paint I cannot ) the viciflitudes of miſery 
che wretched Artamon's mind muſt run 


4 Bll | thro? 


— 


\ reſpe&, which ever attends on real love, 


* 72, * 
thro? ontheſeoccafions; yet. ib 


witheld him from declaring a paſſion, he 
deemed ſo unequal to her deſervings, to 


the reaſonable views of her fami 


had not the little blind deity deale a-ſhare 
of bis woes to E Eudocia's, Oe: ſhe had : 


F all he fulfered PROD No FRET was. 


ſhe ſettled quietly there, than ſhe found 
ſhe loved, or rather that ſhe could love 
Artamon, was ſhe ſatisfied he had ſenti- 
ments equally | tender towards her. 


But ſince be, whoſe province it was to 


ſpeak, and whoſe paſſion: ſhe thought 
muſt. fatter every woman's vanity, had 
hicherto remained filent, ſhe dared not 
| allow herſelf to believe his ſeeming} par- 


tiality for her had any other ſource than 


his long, ſteady friendſhip for her bro- 
| ther, 


C9) 
ther, as his politeneſs to women in ge- 
neral; therefore determined to try every 


means in her power to chace his image 


from her breaſt, Her good ſenſe ſoon 


ſhewed her, that employing every mo- 


ment of her time in ſomething uſeful or 
entertaining, was the moſt effectual me- 


chod to bring that about I as well as the 


deſpicable figure a woman muſt make in 


dhe world's eye, above all in the eyes of 
him ſhe wiſhes moſt to pleaſe, that allows 

the ſmalleſt ſhare in her heart, to a- man 

- who. never thought! it worth aſking for * 


an idea ſo baſe; wounded her modeſty, 5 


her delicacy; it ſhocked her devoir. 


Muſic, though termed by poets the food 1. 


* 


of love, ſhe found relief from; likewiſe - 


from drawing, in both of which ſhe ex- 


celled; but her pencil was apter to 
ſketch out reſemblances of Artamon, i 


| vor. I, E | than 


ES: « „ 
| than cautiful landfiips of the country 
round ker, which indebted as it was to 
nature, received ſtill new charms from 
Ter hand. Reading was her fayourite 
3 FH amuſement; ſhe reaped benefit as well 
24e as pleaſure from it: the felt it left a 
zaſting good behind, and qualified her 
more and more for the friend and com- 
panion of Artamon, hould that ever 
be her lot. At the worſt, it aided her 
to conquer her weakneſs ſo far, as to be 
able to hide it from the prying world, 
and eſcape that black-wounding calum- 
ny, which ſhakes the faireſt virtue, The 
ſummer wore heavily away z they had 
but one month more to ſpend in the 
Country, when Mr. D arrived with - 
Artamon. The reciprocal confuſion 
which ſeized both him and Eudocia on 
meeting, betrayed the feelings of their 


/ 


( 0 


1 to the, amiable Lady D— 
She knew but too well of how little 
avail argument ever is, on ſuch bera- 
ſions, and that it is better to talk at, 
than to the paſſions; that her daughter's 
heart and head were much too good to 
ſuffer her to act eſſentially wrong; and 
that the idea of a mother's diſpleaſure 
| was a thouſand times more dreadf ul in 


Eudocia 8 imagination, chan any effecla | 
ſhe could bring herſelf to make her feel | 
of it. She was perfectly ſatisfied Eudo- 
cia muſt ſee the impropriety of ſuch a 
marriage in its full force, and had been 
too early taught to govern her paſſions, 
| both by religion and reaſon, ever to ſuf- 
fer them to carry her beyond the bounds 
of her duty to her parents. indeed t 
herſelf ; therefore had not the fmalleſt: 
apprehenſion ſhe might ſeal. a ein | 


2 
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upon them, and em never MM | 
drop the moſt diſtant hint of her ſuſpi- 
cons, even to Sir J—, That freedom 
ut converſation which ariſes from the 
uninterrupted caſe of the country, and 
the ſociability natural to it, creates a 
ſtronger intimacy between people who 
live there together, for one month, than 
half a dozen winters in town, could ef 


fect; beſides, that the country amuſe- 
ments, viz. dancing, walking, riding, 


cc. not only afford frequent opportu- 
nities, but take off from the form of a 


declaration of love, which the timid Ar- 
ramon had never been able to make 

tete · a· tete in a drawing-room, and em- 
oldened him, ere he had been ten days 
at — to lay before the adorable 
Eudocia the wretched ſtate of his foul. 


| Shepoceines the declaration with all the 
| my 


— 
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delicacy, tenderneſs, and modeſty natu- 
ral to a virtuous mind; ever above act- 


ing a part, or ſuſpecting others capable 
of a vice her very ſoul abhorred.' She 
allowed him to hope, if fortune fa- 
voured either, he ſhould not figh in 
vain. Indeed, added be, I 1 cannot al- 
low you now do. What higher gratifi- : 
cation can a lover feel, than that of 
knowing his paſſion is anſwered. At- 
tachments formed in the heart, founded 
on eſteem, ſtrengthened by friendſhip; 
can ſurely need no other good, or form 
higher ideas of pleaſure. We ſhall meet. 
frequently, and letters may beguile the 
pangs of abſence. I can never be per- 
ſuaded I have. a right to. diſpoſe of my. 

hand without the conſent of thoſe to 

whom Providence has ſubjected me, and. 
| who on every account ſo well deſerve. 
§ö 


A „r 
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the moſt ſubmiſſive, moſt implicit obe- 
dience at my bands, Yet truſt me, 1 
will never give my hand, where mine 
heart cannot accompany it; and fo long i 
as you continue to wiſh to preſerve it, it 
will not be mine to beſtow elſe where. 
If this candid confeſſion leaves any void 
in your heart, your i ſentiments, my 


friend, are leſs pure, leſs elevated than 
I either hoped or expected to find them. 
The opinion my family have of you, the 
warmth of their friendſhip for vou falls | 
not far ſhort of mine; nay, I am per- 
fey ſatisfied my mother has ſounded 
the very bottom of my heart, penetrated 
its inmoſt receſſes long lince. But ſhe 
knows me too well, and is too juſt to 
your ſentiments to ſuppoſe our paſſions 
for each other tinged with chat groſſneſs | 
of _ which leads romantic girls and 
. 5 


4 5 


wore to live in cortages on love, or more = 

properly ſpeaking, his greateſt foe, the 
uſurper of his name only ; à truth, alas, 
hey to their ſorrow find out but too 
late, and invocate ſome friendly blaſt to 


1 blow them far, far as the Poles aſunder. 


No, Artamon, true love ever ſeeks 
the good of the object it adores, and 

would not riſque its happineſs for ſelfiſh. 

views, for tranſitory joys, however 
great. Suffice it then for us to know our | 
hearts are inſeparably united, united be- 
yond the power of wealth, with all her 
tinſel tawdry train, to ſhake. Can there 
be a ſituation more truly enviable on this 
fide Heaven. Sir . — s coming into 
the ſaloon, put an end to the converiay 

| tion, which however was conſtantly. rer 
newed as occaſion offered · The recti- 
pad of Eudocia's morals, joined. to ne 
© "Huy bo: | force 


{ 40 


force of her arguments made an inden - 
5 ble impreſſion on the mind of Artamon. 
Hi immediately adopted her philoſophy, 
and eſteemed himſelf the moſt happy of 
mortals ; regained bis vſual chearful- 
nefs; was more fought after, and more 
| admired than ever. At the top of his 
admirers, thoſe who ſingularly diſtin- 
guiſhed him, ſtood the earl of , 
an eſtabliſhed genius of the times. He 
_ applauded above meaſure all Artamon 
faid or did, enough to have turned the 
head of a young man leſs worthy his 
lordſhip's praiſes. The trifles Be wrote 
in praiſe of Eudocia by ſome means or 
other, often got about, were faid and . 
ſung by every amorous ſpark, and often 
gained them thoſe hearts their own elo- 
quence would never have touched. All 


this while Sir J. — s was peſtered with 
| 4 3 * 8 


0 


Sabel for his daughter ; but Lnding 
| her more and more averſe to marriage, 
he preſſed her no further, and Lady 
D— begged he would deſiſt talking 
on the ſubject, for ſome time at leaſt, 
from judging it cruel to her daughter, | 
and rather dangerous ; ; for the meer ap. 


prehenſi ion of being forced into the arms. 
of another, might tempt her to ſeek an 
aſylum in thoſe of the man the loved, 
even in ſpight of all her good ſenſe and 
filial affection. But this was an unne- 
ceſſary fear. Her reſolution, her judg. 
ment never forſook her. She ſeemed | 
perfectly eaſy, | indeed happy, and 
looked handſomer han ever. When. 
they returned into. the country, Artamon, | 
went along with chem. and remained 
there the greateſt part of the ſummer: | 


The — having little occaſion for 


cn) 


him, and hitte room to ſpare i in 8 
mer reſidence, readily excuſed his wait - 
YL ing; and well was it for the lovely Eu- 
- dociaz nothing but his preſence could 
have enabled her to ſi urvive the dreadful 
blow ſhe received in the death of two 
ſuch parents as ſhe was bleſſed with, ſo 
immediately following | each other. Sir 
J was firſt taken from her. That 
the amiable Lady DUITE did not long 5 


' outlive him, was little cauſe of wonder, 


'S for a more happy pair never yet exiſted, 
The tender leave they took of their 
children is too affecting for a ſenſible 
heart to repeat ; ; | belides, that to do it 
Juſtice, you muſt have their ſentiments, 
and be in their ſituation. Eudocia was 
| their only unmarried daughter. Sir 
J—5h had during his illneſs frequently 3 
2 to her on the fotzen of marriage» ⸗ 


which 


coy 


which muſt, he ſaid, paint the colour or | 
| hers uturehours, My way of think ing, ſays 
| he, my dear child, is very different from 
that of che generality of parents. I place 
happineſs in the mind. I have found 
it there, and that I did no more than juſ- 
tice to your mother, when J preferred 
her to the rich heireſs of one of che firſt: 
peers in the kingdom, offered to my fa-- 
ther for me, more from friendſhip to- 
wards him, and a ſpirit of party, than any; 
peculiar merit in me thenthought. There- 5 
fore I cannot now be ſuſpected of vanity: 
m repeating it to you. No (my dear Wo 

| docia) may neither you or I ever. be actu- c 
ated by ſuch abſurd, ſuch idle motives. 
I mean only to ſhew you, that I ſtill feel 
and think for you on this moſt intereſt- 
| ing occurrence in life, AS i for 
myſelf at Jour age.. That then ſaw not 
| my. 
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my happineſs through the medium of | 
paſſion, but through reaſon's eye, the 
uninterrupted continuance of it amply 


evinces. Should fortune deny you the 


man of your choice, accept of no other. 


Perſevere in that honeſt, virtuous way 
of judging, that no contract made from 


the lips, outward, can appear valid in 
the all- ſeeing eye of infinite goodneſs, 
truth, and wiſdom, or that he knows not 
the inmoſt receſſes of the heart he form- 


ed. 1 can make up your fortune, with 8 


the legacies you have had left you, ten | 


thouſand pounds. More than that 1s 


not in my power, without injuring the 
reſt of my younger children; z a thing 1 


am ſatisfied my Eudocia' s honeſt heart, 


ſo far from wiſhing, would ill endure. 


Should Artamon's virtues, his talents, 
Kc. meet vich the countenance they | 


„ joſtiy 


he ti —— 
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juſtly claim, he may turn out an adyan- 
tageous match for you. But put it to 
the worſt, if you can forego ſome few 
indulgences my fortune has allowed, 
and my fondneſs beſtowed, it may be a 


contented, nay a happy marriage, and 
my bleſſing will follow you both, Tour 
mother and I have long ſeen the attach- 
ment you have for each other, but ſince 
we could neither confirm nor diſapprove 
it, 'and that you were both young, we 
ventured to truſt your own prudence, 


pointing out to you to wait for happier 


moments. The Prince who. Artamon 


ſerves is a good · natured man, and does 
(a have learned) a little diſtinguiſh him; 
admires the trifles he has written in your 
praiſe. Whether from his own, or others 
taſte, it matters not, if the effect prove 
forcatiate; which for my child's s peace 1 


5 praß 
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pray Heaven it may. Retire to your 
apartment my dear, refloct on what 

have ſaid.. It is all I am now able to 
fay. Send to me your amiable mother, 
the ſight of her will help recruit thoſe 
ſpirits I have too far exhauſted. Poor 
Eudocia's heart was too. full, you will: . 
readily believe, to find vent. For ſome 
time after ſhe ſhut herſelf up in her clo- 


ſet. Tears at length came to her aid. 
Without that relief, her health, perhaps 
her life might have been in great danger, 
from the exceſſive agitation of ſoul ſhe- 
ſuſtained. No ſooner had Sir J—5; 
- recovered his ſpirits a little, than he de- 
fired to ſee Artamon,. and Mr, D, 
his eldeſt ſon. To the firſt he talked: 
with that open frankneſs natural to a ge- 
nerous unſuſpecting heart, on the ſame 
ſubject he hag talked to Eudocia. He 


Co ) 
faid he already looked upon him as his 
child, and entreated the ſhare he had gi- 
ven him in his affection might add (if 

| there needed any addition) to his daugh- 
ter's own merit, and redouble his tender- 
neſs towards her, ſhould Heaven ever 
allow him to poſſeſs ſo valuable a trea- 
ſure; and let me tell you young man 
(added he) ſuch a woman is a treaſure 
rarely to be met with'in either court or 
country. Artamon, anſwered but in 
tears of heart-felt ſorrow: and gratitude. 
Sir J— au towards his ſon, ſaid, 
my dear D 
0 follow its dictates; z you cannot go 
wrong. I truſt it is unneceſſary for me 


I know your heart; 3 


to conjure you will all uſe your utmoſt 
efforts to conſole and ſupport Lady 
= under an affliction I fear will 
50 too deep to let you long preſerug 


her 


1 
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her on this ſide Heaven. T here, in thoſe 
bleſſed manſions, we ſhall, I truſt, meet 
h again. Do all you can to render the 
ſhort ſpace ſhe lingers after me leſs pain- | 
ful, leſs irkſome to her. Eaſy I fear it 
cannot: be, though I am convinced on 
any other occaſion her fortitude would 
never forſake her. Her underſtanding 
is. infinitely ſuperiour to the eſtimation 
the world holds it in, great as. you know 
| that is.; for that ſelf. reſtraining modeſty 

which ſhe is ſo largely endowed with, 
makes, and has ever made her, ſuppreſs 
more ſheer wit, more of what the F rench 
call the bon mot, than two-thirds of mane 
kind are capable of uttering, which. tho? 
it proves a general loſs, ſerves but to 
enhance h her value to her nearer friends, 
In the many happy years we have lived 
rogether, the never once offered me Ber 


advice 
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advice unaſked z but whenever I nd 
her opinion of the world, of men, or of” 
books, ſhe gave it in a manner that at 
once both charmed and informed me: 
But no more; I muſt talk to, not of 
this partner of .my ſoul, Heaven's beſt 
gift to me. Artamon, receive my bleſ- 
ſing and warmeſt wiſhes for your good: 
My ſon fetch your mother and Eudocia ; 


I have much to ſay tothem and you, and 
my phyſicians flatter me not with length 
of days. The reluctance I feel at part- 
ing with' my wife and children I pray 
Heaven to pardon. On a retroſpect of 
my paſt life, that (I thank the wiſe bene. 
neficent author of all things) is the only 
pinch I fear in death. Mr. Do—— 
flew to Lady D apartment, and 


ſoon returned with her and Eudocia, 
when a ſcene enſued which muſt indeed 
© beggar 


- 
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beggar all deſcription z each endeavour- 


ing to ſuppreſs that ſorrow they knew 


would ſorely wound the other's heart, 
ſhould they allow it vent. When Sir 


J——s had enough collected himfelf to 
be able to ſpeak, he entreated Lady dy 
2 would tell him if the diſpoſt- 


tion he had made of his fortune was per- 


 feftly ſatisfactory to her, while it was yet 
in his power to alter it. I have no cauſe, 
faid be, neither do I doubt my for's 


readineſs, nay deſire to comply with all 


your wiſhes, madam ;- but 1 can never 


ſuppoſe Nature meant that they to 
whom, under Heaven, we owe our be- 


ing, ſhould be fo circumſtanced, as to 


need the ſmalleſt favour at our hands. 


She begged he would be affured, had 
| the been capable of beſtowing a ſingle 


thought on any thing ſo trivial, as all pe- 
OY 


(92), 
| cuniary concerns appeared to her, ab- 
ſtracted from his intereſt, ſhe could only 
have felt he had been too bountiful to 
ber, and deſired to wave a ſubject of all 
others, to her the moſt cruel; wiſhed 
bim to take ſome repoſe z, ſo apt are we 
to believe what we ardently defire, that 
poor Lady D had ſtil hopes he 
might recover, could he by any means 
procure a little ſleep. But that, alas? 
had forſaken him; and the next morn- 
ing's dawn releaſed him from all his 
pains, and rendered her of human. race 
the molt miſerable ; cry, ſhe could not, 
nor was it poſſible for the whole family 
united to-prevail upon either her Lady- 
hip or Eudocia to quit the chamber of 
death, ſo long as poor Sir fre! S. MANES 
lay in it, which was ten days. They 
muſt ſurely have had ſome extraordinary | 
GET, (and 


( 92 ) 
(and if I may be allowed the expreſſion) 
ſupernatural aids, to enable nature to 
ſuſtain ſuch fatigue of both body and 
0 mind. Mr. D— and Artamon ſpent 
" moſt of their time there, "Whetk forrow 
wore its native garb of wretchedneſs, un- 
decorated with pompous ſound and pa- 
geantry of woe. But let us leave this 
melancholy ſubje&, wide from my pre- 
ſent purpoſe. The excellent Lady 
 D— ſurvived Sir J— a very few 
, weeks, and they who loved her, and 15 
vere witneſſes of her fufferings, ought not | 
to have repined at a change for her ſo glo- 
riouſly happy, however painfully they 
themſelves felt the loſs of her. Arta- 
mon's behaviour on this occaſion alone, 
muſt have gained him an heart leſs pre- 
judiced i in his favour than poor Eudocia's 
had long been. Nor can you vonder 
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ſhe ſhould wiſh to ſecure by the moſt ſa- 
cred earthly tye, the perſon in the world 
ſhe wiſhed to live for. She conſented to 
marry him, ſo ſoon as her mourning was 
over gd and bs had ſentiments o nicely 
delicate, too tender towards her, to wiſh 
| ſhe ſhould forget what ſhe owed to the 
memory of ſuch parents, to herſelf, and 
to the world: yet he hoped ſhe would 
permit him to ſee her often, ſince their 
engagement to each other had gained 
the fanftion of Sir J— and Lady 
D——, even before it had paſſed 7heir 
lips. He could (he ſaid) ſee no cauſe 
for keeping their intended marriage a ſe- 


cret from the world. She perfectly 
agreed with him, and ſaid my brother has 
. preſſed me in the moſt affectionate and 
friendly manner to make his houſe my 
home, while I remain unmarried. I. 
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FRE can ſee you there without reſtraint, and 
much more frequently than prudence - 
would allow me, was I to take the 
ſmall. houſe I once propoſed taking. 
| Beſides I ſhould have ruined myſelf for 
ever with the Counteſs of S=——k, who 
| You know calls me her favourite niece, 
- had I preferred any other houſe than my 
brother's to hers. Nor could I indeed 
have any other reaſonable motive for re- 
jecting the repeated kind and friendly 
C invitations her Ladyſhip has honoured 
me with, circumſtanced as I now am, 
but the tireſome formality of her tyran- 
nic huſband, whom I abhor. How a wo- 
man of her ſenſe, taſte, and knowledge of 
che world, could make ſuch a choice, 
has always aſtoniſhed me, as well as that 


ſhe can endure perpetual contradiction 


from a n huſband, ſo. inferior in 
| every 
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every reſpect to the firſt, whoſe adoration 
ſhe would ſcarce diſpenſe with ; and in- 
deed his affection for, and opinion of 
her, made him believe it no more than 
her due. Neither did he credit a ſylla- 
ble of what all the world ſaid: he 
thought all men born to pay her homage, 
and wondered not the Prince, Whoſe 
court ſhe graced, diſtinguiſhed and ho- 
noured ſuch ſenſe, ſuch virtue as muſt | 
add luſtre to it. That his M ys 
ideas of her were no leſs partial or exalted 
I firmly believe, and that ſhe, of all wo- 
men, held the firſt place in his eſteem; 
but that rectitude of conduct, that unaf- 
fected virtue, modeſty, &c. which ever 
ſtared him in the face, awed him 00 
much to let him dare attack it, ſpight 
of that weight of Gn pride he bore 
about him. That the Q-—,, who was 


(96) 
more re immediately intereſted, and had more 
| Frequent opportunities of judging than 
any one elſe, believed ſo, is beyond a 
doubt, from the render friendſhip me 
honoured my aunt with, as well as the 
deſire her M——y expreſſed of having 
her conſtantly about her. Yet this 
brute, who owes every thing to her, 
dares upbraid her with what he terms 
the Ks attachment to her, and the 
little uſe her ſuperior wiſdom made of 
it. But he is too ridiculouſly rrifling to 
ſpend my breath upon. I love my aunt; 1 
1 know her worth; and mean, ſo ſoon as 
I goto town, to acquaint her with the 
whole of our plan, and beg leave to pre- 
ſent you to her: not that I expect a fa- | 


vourite of the laſt reign ſhould have in- 
tereſt to ſerve you in this; hut me will 


love you for my lake, and you will both 
admire 


"TE, 


C29 3 
admire and love her for her own. She 
will render many melancholy hours ſup- 
portable to me, in my Artamon's ab- 
ſence; charm me by her converſation, 


and improve me by her councils; ena- 
ble me to form a right judgment of men 
and manners, by adding her experience 
to my own obſervation. She will pro- 
bably read ine ſome friendly lectures on 
your ſcore, but I truſt, when you are well 
kriown to her, ſhe will deem them unne- 


ceſſary. The converſation was interrupt- 


ed by Sir J-——'s coming to acquaint 
his ſiſter, that his election was to come 
on the day following, and ſo ſoon as 
that was over he would attend her to 
town, and left to her to fix the day. 
le was choſen without oppoſition the 
evening of the election day, and ſhe 
fixed that day ſeven: night for their jour- 

„ / > -- A 


— 
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ney to town. Artamon had many viſit- 
ings to pay, conſequently was unable to 


ſpend half the time he wiſhed with the 


miſtreſs of his heart; yet not a ſingle 
day paſſed in which he did not fee her. 
The brilliancy of a court where there 
were many beauties, ſhook not his con- 


* ftancy; and all the danger ſhe had to 


fear was from the old carl of C-— 


who either flattered Artamon to ſhew his 
own wit, and laugh at the vain credulity 


of youth, or did in reality admire. his 


writings. Be that as it may, Artamon 
was not proof againſt the praiſes with 


which his Lordſhip overwhelmed him, 
and began to feel himſelf of conſequence 
enough to merit even the heart of Eu- 


docia, which zi] then he had eſtimated 


above the reach of mortals to deſerve. 
His viſits indeed were not leſs frequent, 


but 


ow. "> 
but he ſeemed much more at his eaſe, 
diſincumbered of that awful reſpect in- 
ſeparable from a real paſſion. But both 
Sir and Eudocia attributed this 
change i in his manners, altogether to that 
gaietẽ de cœur the near approach of 
his marriage with Eudocia naturally 
| gave him; till one, one fatal evening, 
Sir“ imagining they might have 
ſome preliminaries to ſettle relative to 


her little fortune, they would not with 
be ſhould be a witneſs to, until they had 

firſt ſettled it between themſelves, left | 
them together. Artamon did. indeed 
immediately begin a. conv erſation. on-the 
ſubject of their marriage but how dif- 
ferent, alas! was every ſyllable he nnen 
to all his former ſentiments. He would 
have deſcanted moſt elaborately on the 


imprudence of ſuch marriages, had not 
| Fa Eudocia 


ty $60 


Fudocia Kopped kim! in ths midſt” of his 
career, by aſſuring him it appeared to 
her in the very ſame light; z Nay, per- 
Haps the folly of it ſtared her in the face 
more glaringly, ſince women on thoſe OC- 
caſions are ever the greateſt ſufferers. 
Happy am I, cried ſhe, my eyes are ſo ſea- 
fonably opened to my own weakneſs and 
your wiſdom ; I have only to intreat you 
will throw away on me no more of that 
oratory, which may ſerve youon better oc- 
caſions. Little as I know of the heart 
of man, I am not now to learn prudence, 
Holds no part in it, while a ſpark of love 
remains there. I wiſh you. happy, but 
deſire, till I want your advice, Imay ne- 
never more be affronted with your vi- 
ſits, and that you leave me this moment. 
He for ſome time ſtood motionleſs; then 
en himſelf. at 12 feet, in the 


. 


. | 


(rn 
height of diſtraction, cried out, what 
have I done, juſt Heaven! to merit 
this deadly blow; to have it dealt me 
by the faireſt, the moſt perfect image of 
the bleſſed inhabitants above, who know 
not wrath? Oh! Eudocia, do I live to' 
hear a ſecond time ſo harſh a decree on 
which hangs more than life, my future 
peace of mind, my every good; and from 
thoſe lips, whence ſure, if I dream not, 
might reaſonably hope for ſofter f 
ſounds.” But it cannot laſt; do you not 
yet ko. me? ? Les, yes, Artamon (che 
replied) I now know | you well, and am 
ſorry you lay me under the diſagreeable 
neceſſity of repeating to you my fixed re- 
folves, and of deſiring you to leave me 
inſtantly.” Though hitherto it has never 
been my cuſtom to take more merit to 
Nee than was really my due, 1 will to 8 
F 5 FN "mT. 


my brother aſſume the ſole glory * put⸗ | 
ting an end to this idle affair; therefore 
think it not incumbent on you to act a 
part there. He has 799 much delicacy, 
too much ſenſibility, to expect to ſee you 
while I am in his houſe, Longer than 
that time, I neither mean nor wiſh to 
break in upon your intimacy with him. 
Not a ſingle ſyllable more was he able to 
extort from her; and fearing his ſtay: 
might encreaſe her rage towards him, he 
got into his chair, more dead than alive, 
wiſhing each, moment might mercifully, 
put a period to his wretched. exiſtence. 
Sir J— could not forbear expreſſing 
much ſarprize at never meeting Arta- 
mon at his houſe with Eudocia; ſhe.con- - 
jured him to a aſk no more about it, but 
reſt farisfied it was wholly at! Ber deſire he 
. aye and that her reaſons for de- » 


21 Hrin 
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5 firing it, ought not, ſhe hoped would not; 
work the leaſt abatement i in their friend- 
ſhip for each other; that ſo ſoon as ſhe 
was gone into the country with the 
counteſs of 8 . the intimacy between 
him and Artamon, would ſubſiſt as 
uſual. Her brother, greatly alarmed 
and ſurprized, preſſed her in terms the 

moſt friendly and tender, to open her 
heart to him, to ſhew him the cauſe of 
her griefs. Believe, my dear brother, 
ſaid ſhe, there is not any, that by knowing, 
you could alleviate. The ſtep I have 
taken is a prudential one, and you will 
one day think ſo; at preſent, I confeſs 
to you, my heart is not enough at eaſe 
do talk over the follies I would forget; 
beſides, my dear James, you know rip · 
ping open old ſores is not the way to 


cure them. Let us wave a topic irk- 


F 4 | ſome 
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ſome to us both. My aunt leaves town 3 

in three days, and expects you will im- 
mediately perform your promiſe to her 

of a viſit in the country. As you have 
no public concerns to require your pre- 

„I truſt 
you will; and contrive to ſtay with us 


lence particularly early at — 


ſome time. Her tyrant is going into 
Scotland, to make ſome ſtay at the duke 
of , therefore we ſhall enjoy 
uninterrupted eaſe, good ſenſe, and good 
humour. My aunt loves you; your 
company will render her happy, and 
Heaven knows happineſs is a good ſhe 


— 


ſtands much i in need of. She has too 
much ſentiment to make her friends 


Marers in her ſorrows, yet no perſon liv- 
ing feels chem with more poignancy. 1 
ownl can ſee no uſe i in talking g over griev- 
ances it is s cruel to o do it to thole we 


— 


Know 


(1657) 
. know love, and will feel for us; idle and 
impertinent to do it to others. Sir James 


received a letter that evening from Arta. N 


mon, con ceived i in terms of the ſtrongeſt 
deſpair and wretchedneſs, conjuring him 
by all the ties of friendſhip to uſe hir in- 
tereſt to get him reſtored to Eudocia's fa- 


vour, which he ſolemnly ſwore” he knew 


not how he had forfeited, and which he 
would give up the whole world to re- 


gain; 3 a ſimple ſacrifice (he ſaid) ſince it 
had no charms for him without her. 1 
1 felt for them both, and 


J. 


warmly pleaded the cauſe of his friend, 


but to no effect. Eudocia was inſſexi- 
bly bent, on. purſuing her purpoſe ef 


conquering a paſſion, at beſt imprudent, 
and likely to end in miſery and ruin to 
both. She entreated her brother, by all 


8 * affection he bore her, never to name 


F 5 Artamon 


j 
| 
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Artamon to o__ more: at the ſame time 
deſired he would by no means withdraw 
his friendſhip from him; that his beha- 
viour to her had never deſerved he ſhould 
loſe, what ſhe knew he fo truly valued. 
| She ſaid this change in her conduct, 
which muſt undoubtedly appear ſtrange 
to Sir J——-, owed its riſe to the ſerious 
. reflections, ſhe had ſo much leiſure to 
make ſince the death of her mother, and 
that the more ſhe thought on the ſubject 
of their marriage, the more ſhe was con- 
vinced of the impropriety of it. She 
went into the country, and poor Arta- 
mon not only writ volumes himſelf, but 
made uſe of every friend, nay every ac- 
quaintance he had in the univerſe to 
prevail on her to allow him an audience 
of one ſingle hour. Vain, alas! were all 
their efforts; he had awakened appre- 
0 g | henſions 


. 
henſions in her mind he Ute power t to 
allay. The more her heart overflowed 
with tenderneſs towards him, the more 
ſhe ſaw his utworthineſs, and reſolutely 
determined ſhe would not fall the dupe 
of his artifice, though it coſt her her life, 
Indeed that was of ſmall value in Ber 
wretched Gruation, His vivacity, his 
ſpirits ſoon forſook him, and a violent 


fit of illneſs enſued, during which he 
ceaſed not to talk of Eudocia with en- 


thuſiaſtic rapture, to entreat he might de 


bleſſed with one ſight of her ere his eyes 
were cloſed for ever, and leave the world 


in peace. But ſhe was inexorable, 18 


raſtly believing his illneſs all a farce, 
that he was acting a part, of which ſhe 
deemed-him very capable. The Coun- 
teſs of S and Lady Bo_— were 


the only friends to whom ſhe had no re- 
F. 6 1 ſerve 


. 
ſerve; and theſe ladies, (no novices in 
the arts of men) agreed intirely with 
her, and encouraged Eudocia to perſe- 
vere in a conduct ſo worthy of her, and 
no more than conſiſtent with the dignity 
of the ſex. That Artamon's vanity was 
thoroughly piqued they believed; but 
not that his heart had the ſmalleſt ſhare 
in his repentance. He wiſhed (they ſaid) 
perhaps, to leave her with an eclat, more 
flattering to himſelf, however ſhameful 
to her be cared not; or perhaps he was 
to have facrificed her at the ſhrine of 4 
ſome new beauty: for it was apparent 
| to all the world Lord Com s diſtin- 
| guiſhing him as a wit, &c. had turned 
his head enough to make him take for 
granted no woman could have ſufficient 
force of mind to withſtand his oratory 
and his figure. * heir friendſhip for 


2 her, 
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her, cy dither extraordinary behaviour of | 


his, which had ſo reaſonably offended 
her, certainly both authoriſed and ex- 
cuſed the advice they gave, however 
harſh it may now appear, ſince the fatal 
event proved he merited a better fate, 
and to be better thought of. On find- 


ing Eudocia deaf to all his prayers, re- 
gardleſs of all his ſufferings, he gave 


himſelf up to deſpair, very rarely went 
cout of his houſe, or ſaw mortal in it. 
Never any but his neareft friends, who 
were often obliged to force their way in- 
to it. Unfortunately for him, Sir James, 


inſtead of going to the Counteſs of 
S——'s, was perſuaded to make the 


| grand tour. Had he been 1 in England, 


he would have been a witneſs of his 
friend's ſufferings, and convinced his ſiſ- 
ter of the reality of them. But to ſtick 
ro 


* 
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choly laid fork faſt hold on him as to 


f throw. him i in a very ſhort ſpace. of time 
into ſo deep a conſumption as put an 


end to both his life and his ſorrows. At 


his period of time Eudocia's health fuf- 


fered fo much from the miſery of mind 
the had long laboured under, as to con- 


ine her to her bed. The phyſicians all 


agreed Briſtol water and aſſes milk were 
the only things could give her a chance. 
Provided her lungs were not too far 


. gone, her health might by theſe means be 


xe-eſtabliſhed; to ſuch an extreme ſtate 


of weakneſs was ſhe reduced as to be ; 
obliged to travel in a litter. Lady B— 
accompanied her to Briſtol, and all her 


trouble was more than repaid by the wa- 


ters Proving ſalutary to her friend, even 


nad * moſt * expectation. 


6 
16 laſs thun a month Eudocls Was not 
only able to take the air every day in a 
carriage, but to walk in a garden ad- 


joining to their houſe. The rooms and 
public walks ſhe never would ſet her 


foot in, for fear of meeting Artamonz 
but a few days, alas! proved her fears 
were needleſs: an expreſs arrived with a 
letter from Artamon, in which he told 
. her, by the time that reached her hands, 
he ſhould probably be no more ; that his 
ſiſter lent him the ſupport his wretched - 
ſtate of health rendered neceſſary, to ena- 
| ble him to aſſure her he died, as he had 
ever lived, her's moſt unalterably. He 
wiſhed her every happineſs, and entreated 
ſhe would ſuffer her picture he had ſo long 
worn next to his heart, to remain there 
when he was laid in his coffin; a requeſt, 
he copteiied, mighi (to a woman of her 
. . ſenſe) 
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| Sole ſound idle, but it was the laſt he 
| ſhould ever make her, and the thing i in 
the world, next to her welfare, he felt 
the leaſt ſolicitude about. , Is it a Won 
der, this ſudden, unexpected ſtroke, in 
the weak ſtate of health ſhe then labour. 
ed under, affeted her nerves to ſuch a 


degree as to deprive her of the uſe of her 
limbs, a calamity much harder to bear 
than loſs of life. Indeed, in her 
wretched ſtate of mind, death muſt 
have appeared an exquiſite happineſs. 
Since ſhe could not write, ſhe would, ſhe 
ſaid, be carried to town in the ſame con- : 
veyance that had brought her thither, 


— 


and receive from. Poor Artamon that 
pardon her romantic pride and eaſy cre- 
dulity rendered her ſcarce worthy of. 
Lady B- 
her "HY far from attempting to diſ- 
. 755 ſuade 


=, who ſenſibly partook of 
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| cance: her from it, 0 offered; to accompany 
her to town, and was giving orders for 
every thing to be prepared with all poſſi- 
ble expedition, when a ſecond expreſs 
arrived with the fatal news of his | 
death and his will, addreſſed to Eudocia. 

Lady B 
of diſcloſing it to her immediately, as 


— was under the neceſlity 


no other thing upon earth could have 
prevailed on her to defer her j journey, 
and it would have added ſtill greater 
weight to the blow, had ſhe gone and 
found him dead in town. The fortitude 
of mind ſhe ſhewed on this ſevere trial, 
far exceeded all the ſo much boaſted phi- 
loſophy ever did, or can teach had its 
ſource in religion, and a right turn'd 
mind. It is ſome conſolation to me, my 
dear Lady B, ſaid he, to feel I am 
not doomed to length of miſerable days. 


Heaven 


| 


t 


Heaven memiſuby deals out its puniſh- 
ment too quick to cauſe the fear 1 ſhall 
linger long on earth after the beſt, the 
moſt worthy, the moſt injured of man- 
kind; injured by me, great Heaven. 


But reproaching myſelf will little avail. 


Return the will (my deareſt friend) to 


_ that amiable ſiſter of the dear teſtator, 
who I muſt ever love, though my folly 


has deſervedly drawn on me her hatred, 
nay her contempt. Entreat her to ac- 
cept of all the adorable Artamon be- 
ſtowed on the weakeſt, the wretc hedeſt 
of mortals. Aſſure her the fault was in 


M head, not in my heart 3 that ſteadily 
Felt and acknowledged his merits ; would 


I had liſtened to its honeſt dictates | Some 
little remembrance, ſome trifle my Ar- 


tamon prized, I will receive and cheriſh. 
nn (mp dear * B-—) at my. 
inſen- 


„ 
inſenſibility; how is it poſſible I am 
able to articulate a ſingle ſyllable ; how 
- ſurvive one moment the loſs of all could 
render life dear, or rather ſupportable 
to me? Was it in e give me the 
friendſhip. of miſs H, ſure as I am 
of your Ladyſhip's, I bre perhaps 


regain compoſure of mind enough to 
ſubmit, with that reſignation I ought, to 
the wife decrees of all-ſceing providence, 
and die in that Chriſtian frame of mind 
ſhould inherit from ſuch parents as gave 
me being. ne the meſſenger, my 
dear Lady B———, and intreat miſe 
| H=— will ſee every tittleof my Arta- 
mon's will moſt religiouſly abſerved. Oh 
that ſhe could make him know how ar- 
dently I wiſh (pardon me Heaven!) to 
join him in happier regions, where that 

curſe of humanity, never enters, that 
„ eeeen 


= — — 


* 


(S7D) 


| —— monſter jealouſy, diſtruſt, 
and all its hateful train. She would 
have ran on whilſt ſhe had ſtrength for 
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utterance, had not Lady B— withdrawn 


— = = 
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to write her diſpatches. On her return ſhe 
found Eudocia ſunk into that filent for- 
row next to inſenſibility, and too op- 
preſſve to find vent. She hoped ; drow- 
 ſinels, the uſual attendant on all- -power- 
ful grief, would follows but in vain; 

| ber eyes remained uncloſed, and her 
heart heaved ſighs that would have 
ſnocked a barbarian, and ſcemed enough 

to burſt its cearments. But deſtiny had 
not yet ſigned its enlargement. I ime, 
which alleviates other ſufferings, only 
ſerved to encreaſe hers; and twelve wea- 
ry months elapſed, ere Eudocia was able 

to leave her bed. The phyſicians ſent 

: her to the Bath, where, within the ſpace of 
wh another 
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another y year, ſhe Wen the uſe of her 


limbs, with ſome degree of bodily health; 

but peace of mind is ſtill far from her, 
though ſeven or eight long years have 
revolved ſince this tragical event. The 


ſteady and tender friendſhip of miſs 
H 


afforded poor Eudocia, ſome little con- 


folation for the loſs of Artamon. Maſs 


H. 


ſpent moſt part of her time along 


with Her at the Counteſs of S— 
There ſhe charmed a man of high rank, 


birth, and fortune, and what above all 
ſhe prized (for ſhe was every way Arta- 
mon- 8 ſiſter) a man of the ſtricteſt ho- 
nour, and niceſt principles of virtue. His 


underſtanding was ſuperior to moſt, and 


inferior to none; unmixed with that pert 
forwardneſs, and deſire of ſhewing it, fo 
apparent in moſt of our travelled young 


- men. 


muſt (if any thing could) have 
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men. With a pleaſing perſon,” he had 
very pretty manners, and ſhewed upon 
every occaſion that kind of politeneſs 
| which has its ſource in the heart, and 
which nature only can beſtow. Mits 
H — had an heart ſuſceptible of every 
generous, every tender ſentiment, un- 
contaminated by any former love; there- 
fore i it was nothing ſtrange ſhe ſhould be- 

come ſenſible to the attention conſtantly 
paid her by a young man ſo truly eſti- 
mable as the Duke of was; but 
that modeſt diffidence, which ſtrongly 
marked her character, | made her not 


dare to conſtrue | it into, more than meer 
gallantry, or to tell the momentary ſuſ- 
Picions which ſometimes aſſailed her 
thoughts, even to Eudocia, the friend of 
her ſoul, until his Grace had by a full 
a will not ſay a formal) declaration of 
pee ops. nl is 


C7) 
his paſſion, put it paſt a doubt. : Both 
Eudocia and Lady S had obſerved 
their growing paſſion AR before ; were 
not a little pleaſed to find it reciprocal, 
or remiſs in lending their councils to 
miſs 1. She and the Duke being 
enti rely at their own diſpoſ al, a marriage 
ſoon took place, as much from ſheer love 
on her part as the Duke's. Notwith- 


ſtanding the diſparity in their fortunes 
will hardly let the world i in general be- 
lieve, what every word, every action of 
her Grace's life has for ſome years paſt 
amply proved. Indeed, the only emu- 
lation between them is to outvie each 
ether in tenderneſs, in friendſhip, in gen- 
tleneſs of manners. He adores his 
daughters from reſemblances he finds 
out in them to the Ducheſs; and ſhe re. 
turns the compliment to his ſons; at the 


. ſame 


4 (1200 
. uud time not one of click children "VIM 
1 cauſe to complain of the partiality of ei- 
4 ther. Eudocia is careſſed by them all, 
| and parts her time between the ducheſs 
. and the Counteſs of 8 „deaf to eve- 
1 FEED 1 5 
if ry overture of love and marriage, though 
1 many very advantageous offers daily aſ- 
i ſail her. The Ducheſs of — — is too 
4 juſt to Eudocia to judge her heart ca- 
pable of making a ſecond choice, there- 
; fore never teazes her on a ſubject irk- 
ſome to her to think 0187 At the ſame | 
time ſhe neither oppoſes, nor prevents 
any propoſal being offered her. Since 
1 B gave mie her hiſtory, I have 


ſeen Eudocia. She is till handſome, 
but bears her heart in her countenance, 
which, though full of dejection, wants 


neither ſweetneſs nor ſpirit; that fort of 
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vii That my friend. Lady 
Bi... 
example, | worthy to be followed, you 
will readily believe. But may not the 
dreadful cataſtrophe deter an heart not 


laid Eudocia before me as an 


thoroughly healed, from puſhing ſuch a 
conduct too far. "Moſt certainly it may, 
was its object an Artamon. But far be 
ſuch fears from me; 3 


is no dying 
lover; I ſaw him laſt _ at the Opera» 
the ſame gallant a gay Lothario as ever. ; 
He made'me many bows z ſoon as the 
Opera was over, came into our box, 
found much to ſay, and would have of. 
fered me his hand to my chair, had not 
| the amiable man I once mentioned to 
you, been too quick for him. He was 
one of our party. I gave him my hand, | 
and vanity apart (my dear ſiſter) I have 
much reaſon to believe he would gladly 
Vor. 1. G receive 


( 122 i 2 
receive it for ever. Lady n and 
my ſiſter· like friend, are ſure of it· 
Would I had a heart to give along with 
it! Could J ever recover, that, 1 firmly 
believe I could not beſtow it better. Was 
1 capable (which you well know I. am 
not) of acting a part, and bartering hap- 
; pineſs for pomp and parade, be is far 
too worthy to fall a ſacrifice to dupery. 
My mother writes in better ſpirits than 
uſual. I flatter myſelf it proceeds from 
a thorough re-eſtabliſhment of health, 
Write me a full and true account of all 


* 


and every thing, as well as your opinion 
of the encloſed, which I beg no eyes but 
can- 


yours may peruſe. Lady B | 
not pay either you of me a en 
compliment than in ſuffering me to 
write it to you, which I think I have 

: done 


l 


done in the ſelf ſame terms her Lady- 


ſhip gave it me. My love to our ſiſters, 
and believe ever affectionately yours, &c. 
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N d 4. Morvina, 


1 H AV E this moment received | 
another letter from my mother replete 
with wit and humour, her uſual ſpirits - 
and vivacity ſhine through every line of 
it; and 1 begin to entertain hopes ſhe will 

enjoyſuch a degree of health, as may render 
old age ſupportable to her: : though by 
the Roman reckoning ſhe has hardly 
arrived at that period in life. May ſhe 
know many eaſy, nay-happy years in it, 
(which with ſuch ſelf. reſources, ſhe cer- 
tainly may) is my conſtant, ardent 


prayer, and after all *tis a ſelfiſh prayer, 
fince ſuch a well ſpent life ſuch. a 
heavenly diſpoſition is formed for more 
„ W 
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exalted bliſs, than this vain tranſitory" 
world can give; and mult ſo often foar 
above it, as to make 'the ſoul wiſh too 
eagerly for 1 irs enlargement. B ut I grow 
grave, conſequently dull, i and your 
heart is 200 good to need theſe kind of 
lectures my dear Morvina. My Mother, 
with great good humour drops ſome 
diſtant hints of 
I mean to ie unleſs ſhe ſeems 


, none of which 


uneaſy about me: of that I am fure you 
will make no delay to inform me, that 
A may give her under my hand, as I no.] 
moſt ſincerely do you, I never will 
enter into any ſerious, ſolemn engage · 
ment without firſt obtaining her conſent.. 
And — Will be the very laſt man. 
I ſhall aſk it for: he is worthleſs, vanity 


and love of pleaſure divide the whole 
man. The firſt makes him purſue me, 
G * the 
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the laſt 0 make him POOR 40 
forego every tye, every obligation, and 
leave the moſt amiable wife upon earth, 
wretched. To know this; and perſevere 
in loving him, would be a madneſs 1 
hope you judge me incapable of, He idly 
perſiſts in refuling to reſtore my letters, 
which after all, are not worth much ſo- 
Iicitude : I have determined to think no 
more of them, and never again either ſend, - 
or receive meſſages about them. I hope 
in future I ſhall be able to find a more : 
entertaining ſubje&t for my dear Morvina. 
To mortow I'go into the country with 


lady B—, to a ſmall houſe the has 


taken to de freſh air, two or three 


days in a week; longer than that ſhe | 
would not remain out of town; and you = 
know the country is not my paſſion; that 


Iam not FRO" walking, or ſo roman- 
7s ? tically | 


n 
ech inclined to ſtrole the woods, and 
meds, in queſt of adventures. What 


do you "think. of” Eudocia | ? did you not - 
ſhed tears for the ill- ſtarred Artamon 13 


yet ſure the 1 is more an object of pity; 
doomed to drag on a life of ſorrow and 
remorſe. F or how upright ſoever our in- 
tentions, we cannot but lament errors 
in our judgement, aboye all, when they 
are productive of ſuch fatal conſe- 
quences. A truth che ſettled melancholy, 
the dejection « of poor Eudocia's counte- 
nance amply evince. I drink tea and 


ſup to night with lady P- „where 
I ſhall be in infinitely greater danger of 
being ſurfeited by politics than eating, 
and probably long before the hour of 
| eating arrives, feel myſelf in the ark, 
vith every creeping thing on the face 
ba the earths Aſtoniſning how a woman 
ha . of 
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of her ſenſe and taſte can ſuffer ſuch a 
: melange of company z did it ariſe from 
[5 © Party rage only, I could account for 
5 (perhaps you will think forgive) it. But 
they as widely differ from each other i in 
principle, as in every other circumſtance 


through life. Nevevertheleſs FP may 
meet ſome very agreeable people there. 
Should 1 you will hear of them; but 

no more of Reptilia, I am ſick of them. 
Dot one new book worth ſending you; | 
the beginning of the winter ſomething | 
may appear : : ſhould there, . ay | 
depend on having it from r 
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and real friend: | 


1 n FAR yolk HA fond A 


am of malie, and uch an hear at 
n as who e concerts every 


week 


oO 


. 
week to a few ſelect friends, or rather 
intimates, is fine beyond any idea that 
my mother even can form of it. It has 
cured my rage for operas, in ſhort my 

ears can endure no other ſounds, no 
other muſic, than the countde St. Gs. 
His compoſitions breathe, they have 
ſenſe in them, and are in reality the moſt 
| | Ne e Aa | 
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2 My dear Morvina, 5 
EIS moment am T returned to 
ſmoke, noiſe, and nonſenſe ; and 700 
impatient to give you ſome idea of the 
ſweet Domiceli, 1 have juſt left, to 
reſt another moment without attempting 
it. Attempting, indeed I ſhould * 


1 


ſince with the utmoſt exertion of my deſ- 


criptive powers, 1 ſhall be able to. gire 
5 you but a faint view of its charms. To 
begin, figure to yourſelf a beautiful 

caſtle in miniature, ſituated on an emi- 
nence, on the very verge of one of the 
fineſt parks in England. In front you 


e a full view of the town of 
eo Greenwich, 


C ago 7 
Greenwich, the river, the ſhipping, &c. 
and an extenſiye proſpect of the moſt 
beautiful country beyond. The rear 
preſents you with woods, groves, rills, 
dales, and ſuch infinite variety of rural 
ſcenes, as-might ſuffice to turn the head. 
of any one romantically inclined. But 
that, thank Heaven, was never the turn 
of our houſe ; and when I frequent (as 
Loften do) theſe gloomy bene it is for 
far better purpoſes; it is to look 8 
ward, to make an acquaintance” with 
myſelf, the moſt uſeful acquaintance we 
can acquire, yet the leaſt and laſt ſougt 
after. Self. approbation is the greateſt. f 
good we can enjoy; a good the world 
can neither give, or take away. It ariſes 
1 from reaſon's eye, diſtinguiſhing the - di- 
vinity within us. Liſtening to, and act- 
ing by its Acala far as frail humani- | 
Fa: G 6 | > IM to 
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ty will allow us: and if we will allow 


ourſelves a little time © for reflection, 1 
am convinced we ſhall proye its falutary 


effects, and ſtill have enough of the 
| world; fince it is the abuſe, and not the 
| uſe of it, that is denied us. If you like 
: -my ethicks you will wiſh me again at 


{Sans-ſouci ; thanks to his Pruſſian ma- 


jeſty for lending me a name ſo applicable 


to my friend's chateau, and my feelings 


nn it. She ſays it ſhall retain the name 


while ſhe inhabits it; and that I ſhall 5 


cauſe her living there much more than 


ſhe ever intended. Her Ladyſhip's rea- 


ſons are too flattering, and expreſſed in 
terms too civil for me to be able to re- 


peat them without bluſhing, even to 


you, my dear ſiſter. I write this at 
bome, where 1 expect my uncle to dine 


2 


and drink tea with n mow” He lives a great 
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deal in the country : | his place there ex- 
tremely pretty, indeed elegant; as is 
his whole ſtile of living, though his eſ⸗ 
tabliſhment is much contracted; ſix 
lacquies inſtead of ſixteen, two ſervants 
out of livery only; one ſet of horſes, 
where he uſed to have three; indeed he 
has four of the prettieſt bays ever 
ſeen for his chaiſe; but that And much 
more he may and ought to have. In 
| ſhort every amuſement. ſuitable to his 
years. You aſk me what is become of 
Jezebell: it matters not much. Well 
had it been for him, if be had never 
had a being: but ſince his ſecond mar- 
riage I hope (and believe) he has not of- 
ten ſeen her, and never will ſee her 
more. I have been told he allows her 

4 three hundred pounds yearly ; and that 
is well beſtowed, to get rid of ſuch a 
fiend; 


PN 
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Kend a connection ruinous to both ſoul 
and body. The clock ſtrikes three, and 
1 muſt be dreſſed you know to receive 
him with the reſpect due to a guardian, 
parent, and what not. But raillery apart, 
I regard and love him. He has a thou- 
- ſand good qualities. The facility of his 
diſpoſition has been his misfortune 
through life, and rendered him the moſt 
| conſummate dupeto villains | whoſe heads 
and hearts were far below bis... Adieu 


cara mio. ? 


. My dear Morvina, 


| THE evening of the wy I laſt writ 
to you, I ſpent at Lady B——s, with 
our own coterie, which makes about ſixty 
in number; every one of whom you 
would admire exceedingly, for their good - 
ſenſe, elegance of manners, knowledge 
of the world, &c. We have ſome of 
: the firſt geniuſes of the age amongſt us; 
ſuch as muſt do honour to any age, or 
any country. The days we have no mu- 
ic, cards are introduced, not to deſtroy 
either time or converſation, but rather | 
0 anten. the latter, by taking * from 
„3)%ͤͤ» 
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that Gold all circles inſenſibly fall into. 
Our games are in general thoſe of chance, 


require little attention, and we play too 


low to be anxiouſly ſolicitous about Win- 
ning and loſing. Bonario is ever there; 


| £7 redoubles his attention to me: 48 © like 


him ſo much as a friend, I tremble for 


fear he ſhould declare himſelf a lover, 


and force me to give up his acquain- | 


tance. xy: wiſh he knew, though I have 
baniſhed — my heart, I can never 
give him a ſucceſſor i init. So romaiitic | 


does this ſound,confidering the turn of the 


times, 1 doubt! ſhall hardly be able to 


make bim believe me. I am ſure I know 


no other man that would, tho” I feel it 
"moſt religiouſly true. Will you, can 

you pardon my vanity, if 1 tell you the | 
Joy that lit up every one's countenance 
e (for it. was rather late) on 
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my arrival ſurpatics all deſcription. But 


why ſhould I bluſn? To be flattered by 
the diſtinction and praiſes of the worthy 


is ſurely allowable. My uncle ſpeaks of 


| you as you deſerve, | He gave me many 
preſſing invitations into the country, 
: which you will not wonder I waved with 
all poſſible reſpe&, ſince it would drag 
me from my eſtimable Lady 8 
and her heavenly converſation, which 
not only delights but improves the 
mind, fills it wich reſources that will ren- 
der even old age pleaſant, by enabling 
us both to amuſe and inſtruct thoſe! 
young companions we ſhall then feel ne- 
ceſſary to ſupport, with their vivacity, our 
declining ſpirits. My uncle talks of go- 
ing abroad towards the latter end of the 
ſummer; ſhould my aunt. invite me, 1 
| _ hall have no obje&tion to make one in 
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that party. She is ſenſible, knows the 
world, and has politeneſs enough to 
make her houſe extremely eaſy and! agree · 
5 ble to her company, I find it to all in- 
tents and purpoſes my own, except the | 
expence and trouble of it. That Lady 
R 


but her k to me makes them 


- has oddities I will not deny, 


ever point another way; and as to my 
lord, you know there is no body more 
eaſy to live with. 1 write to my mother, 
therefore you need not mention this let- 
ter. When I receive the invitation. I 
| hope and believe 1 ſhortly ſhall' from 
Lord and Lady R to accompany 


them to Paris &c. I ſhall certainly write 
for my mother's approbation. I dare 
ſay ſhe will not object to my going ; but 
I love not to give people too much time 
For reflection on a * 1 wiſk to carry; 


there 


("139 
there 1s always ſo much to be ſaid for 
and againſt almoſt every thing we either 
ſay or do. I go in a day or two to Sans. 
ſouci, from whence you ſhall hear from 
me again. En attendant, reſt ſatisfied 
my beſt love and friendſhip ever follows | 


you. 


— % 
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LETTER. XVI. 


My dear Morvina, duns ſouel. 


by WE 1 here ſafe, and perfectly 
| well, laſt night; more owing to Hea- 
ven's kind care than our prudence. We 
left town late enough to have been in 
| the dark at leaſt three parts of the way, 
| had not Cynthia befriended us by ſhining 
- unuſually bright. Her luſtre redoubled | 
every beauty 1 vainly attempted to de- 
ſcribe to you before. The ſoſt ſcenes _ 
this delightful country abounds 1 in were 
heightened beyond all conception, when 
ſeen only by her pale, delicate light, 
twinkling thorough the trees, The 


— 
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roads ſo near town are, you know; 
too good to raiſe tears on the ſcore of 
broken necks, limbs, &c. The only 
thing formidable to our ideas were high- 
waymen which iofeſt this road more 
than any other equally near the metropo- 
lips; but as we had never yet been rob- 
bed, our fears were not very alarming to 
each other, or any in our train; and the 
tranquil delight this' place ever affords 
me, is worth hazarding much more 


for. I write this from my qreſſing· room, „ 


in which there is a large bow-window, 
whence your eyes may take in the whole 
of that great proſpect I painted to you in 
one view. In ſhort, the houſe and its en- 
virons breathe the ſpirit of their owner, 
where you meet with ſomething to ſoothe, 
pleaſe, and improve you at all times, and 
an all humours. Such variety of powers 
6 1 „ rarely | 
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rarely (if ever) meet in one and the ſelf- 
ſame perſon. Partiality apart, Lady 
| B— ſhines in the circle and in the 
ſhade i in polite life and in domeſtick ; 
in the drawing. room and in her nurſery ; 
in fine, wherever ſhe is, or whatever ſhe 
= does, there is that ſenſe, eaſe and ele- 
gance in all, you would ſwear ſhe was 
formed to excel in that character only in 
which you laſt ſee her. The obligations 
of affection I owe her are not to be told, 
To her I owe not only my preſent eaſe 
of mind, but an happy eſcape from im- 
minent dangers that threatened me. 
There 1s a charm in her converſation that 
has alread ycured me of my rage for pub- 
lic amuſements. I have not a wiſh to leave | 
her and this ſweet retreat. Her Lady- 
ſhip has this moment told me a thouſand 
foreigners dine with us to-morrow, and 
VV 


ca) 
that we go to Wool wich to ſee the docks 
yards, the ordnance,” &c. that they 
mean to have a ball in the evening for 


me. As our poco s, and Je vous puis, do 
not dance -Engliſh country dances, Bo- 
nario comes on purpoſe to have the 
honour of dancing with your humble 

ſervant, and all that. What ſtrange 1deas 
men have of us, and in what a contemp- 
tuous light muſt they hold our under- 
ſtandings, when they think it neceſſary 
to entertain us with a jargon a ſenſible 
girl in a nurſery would laugh at: yet af- 
ter all, when I reflect how ſucceſsful it 
renders them with three parts out of four 


of the fine ladies about town, I blame 
them not; and can only ſay, I ſhould be 
infinitely more flattered with the friend- 
ſhip than admiration of any man; be- 
ſides, that 1 ſhould hope and believe I 
Was 


U 


* 


x 444 7 

. Was ; capable of meriting the firſt, it would 

(convince me he looked on me as à ra- 
tional (nay a companionable) being, and 
gave me his eſteem. But 1 ſhall loſe my 
own, if I am not drefſed by dinner, for 
being guilty of an unpoliteneſs to the 
beſt bred woman in the world; there 

fore adieu my dear iſter, God bleſs. you] 
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| HOW have you accounted for my 
long ſilence ? Not fairly I will venture 
to ſay. With all your candour (my dear 
Morvina) you have imagined a thouſand 
things which never have, or ever will 
happen. The truth is, I have not been 
able to command more of my time than 
was abſolutely neceſſary to give to reſt, 
in order to recover the fatigue of the 
day that was paſſed, and enable me to 
enjoy the approaching day. Had the 
party been compoſed of people leſs agree- 
able than every individual of them was, I 
ſhould undoubtedly have wiſhed them 
hanged, or any where out of my way. 
But to ſay what they were, I muſt be what 
WoL they 


. 


they are. Suffice it then to tell you, 1 
never in my days was more thoroughly 
entertained for a whole week together; 
and I wiſh ten thouſand times more than 
ever I did to go abroad. Foreigners of 
diſtinction are of all people the moſt 
pleaſant to live with. As roughneſs of 
manners has upon, no one occaſion ap- 
peared to me a mark of ſincerity, polite- 
neſs never makes me ſuſpect a want of it. 
I neither expedt or wiſh to find a triend 
in every perſon. I meet; and I am per- 
fectly ſatisfied a four rude diſpoſition is 
incapable of friendſhip. An ill temper 
originates from an unfeeling heart, ready 
at all times to facrifice every perſon and 
thing upon earth to its own whim and 
caprice. Beſides, the benefit of friend- 
ſhip is the having our foibles, our faults 
even laid open to our view in ſuch man- 


(r ). 
ner as may make us deteſt and ſhun them 
in future, and at the ſame time without 
irritating us, which requires good nature. 
as well as good breeding in the perſon 
who undertakes ſo difficult and delicate 
a taſk as that of wounding our ſelf. love, 


But I ſee 1 you impatient to hear of the 
ball. Lady B-— proclaimed me queen 
of it. it. opened it wich the Duke de 
M ; Madame danced a minuet 
inimirably wel with the Duke of * 
| ſeveral minuets were danced; a few co 


tillons. After that nine couple of us 
young ones danced Engliſh country 
dances, while the. graver part of the com- 
pany retired to cards in an inward room. 
We danced from nine till near one, when 
we all ſate down toa ſupper worthy of the 
donor. It conſiſted of five courſes, one 
and twenty covers each, and a deſert of 
H 2 ſeventy 
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ſeventy covers, ſerved on the moſt beau- 
tiful cut cryſtal, and lighted up by as 
many lamps of the ſame, but of every 
different colour imaginable, The charm- 
ing effect this had, no idea can reach. I 
wonder it did not pain our eyes; but the 
lights were ſo well diſpoſed, and made 
ſo delicate, they ſhone without glaring. 
In ſhort, there was every thing to pleaſe, 
and not one thing to incommode us. 


The muſic, company, &c. inſpired Bo- 


nario with ſpirits and courage enough to 
make the declaration I had ſo long dread- 
ed, and am now glad is over, ſince it af. 
forded me an opportunity of explaining 
the ſettled purpoſe of my ſoul, and ſenti- 
ments too peculiar for him to gueſs at; 
but I ſoon perceived his own were deli- 
cate enough to admire mine, at the very 
| Lean be would have wiſhed them leſs re- 
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fined, or rather-leſs table. Lady B—5 
who often walked. amongſt us, obſerved 
_ a ſettled: melancholy in his countenance, 
through all the appearance of. cheerful- 
fulneſs he put on; and ſomething not. 
very unlike 1 it in mine; but attributed it 
to a far different cauſe : imagined he 
had been entertaining me with a paſſion 
ſhe had long ſeen he felt for me; and 
that without my being abſurd enough to 
diſcourage: it, might naturally throw a 
gloom over both our countenances, for 
ſome mort time at leaſt, ſhe ſaid, I told 
her, I was much mortified to find her 
opinion of me fo little juſt; as to leave her 
ladyſhip a moment in doubt of my 
acting on every occaſion from the dic- 
tates of my heart; or that it was ſo little 
candid to ſuffer me to trifle with the hap= 

2 of a man whoſe worth I muſt nos 
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only allow, but ever admire, and wiſh 
for his friendſhip; though my ill ſtarred 
fate forbade me his love, from my inca- 
pacity to return it. It was true, I ſaid, I 


had ſo far got the better of my paſſion 
„to ſee the inevitable ruin it 


For 


muſt have plunged me into, but not ſo 
far as ever to be able to think of loving 
another. I clearly ſaw his worthleſſheſs, 
but never without wiſhing he had not 
been ſo made, feeling ſtrongly the impoſ- 
bility of my heart conſenting to a ſecond, 
choice z the ſubſtance of which diſcourſe 
I had told Bonario, aſſuring him at the 5 
ſame time, that I not only deſired, but 
ſhould be infinitely flattered by his friend- 


ſhip 3 a ſhare of which I hoped ever to 
preſerve, and in ſome degree to merit. 
That, madam, {replied be) you com- 

ö mand your conduct forces the eſteem 
| of 
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of all that know you; they who have not 
had ſuch exalted (though cruel) proofs 
of your integrity of heart, your noble- 
neſs of ſoul.— Here I ſtopped him ſhott, 
by ſaying, friendſhip requires no ſuch * 
rants, ſuch high flown epithets ; it ſoftens 
the paſſions, is the true cardiack thrown 
in by Providence'to render the nauſeous 
draught of lite more palatable to us. In 
this inſtant we were called to ſupper, 
and I was, I confeſs, as happy at having 
an Interruption put to the converſation, | 

as you can be at dinner, and the poſt for- 
cing me to end the dulleſt of all dull N 


a. Adieu God bleſs van. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XVII. 


WE go to town to-morrow, my dear 
fiſter. I am only glad. of it, becauſe 
Lady B=———— and I had got into ſuch. 
a habit of wrangling about Bonario. 
Nothing but want of opportunity can 
ever, I believe, cure us of it. . know 
ſhe means me well; but am hurt to find 
our ſentiments ſo widely differ on a ſub- 
ject ſo intereſting, and in which the heart 
bears ſo large a part. She 1s, as I have 
frequently told you, an excellent wo- 
man; I both love and eſteem her. She 
married Sir- in her very early days; | 
more charmed with his fortune, which is 


indeed immenſe, changer his perſon or 
. 15.” onners; 


„ 
manners; for you meet with few leſs 
pleaſing, though many plainer men. Her 
behaviour has notwithſtanding | never. 
proved him ſo in her eyes; though. their 
living ſo- much-in foreign countries, and 
his adopting the manners of the people 
there diſembarraſſes her from much of 
his company, which, notwithſtanding ap- 
pearances, ſhe cannot, I am perfectly ſa- 
tisfied,.like.. To me he. is exceedingly 
polite, bur it is with violence to myſelf 
T am able to return it. This bleſſed re- 
treat is free from him, for he ſpends his 
whole ſummers at different water drink 


ing places, where Lady B — and his 
family are never to accompany him. 
To ſum up his character in a very few 
words, he is a compound of.avarice and 
vulgarity, affecti q the moſt ſplendid ele- 
gance. In all his entertainments, (many 
H. 3. +... 
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of which he gives to foreigners of rank) 
the reality appears. Thanks to Lady 
B—, who ſhines at the table, as well | 
as in every other ſphere in life. But 
enough of him, who, as 1 go abroad, 1 
ſhall not fee this year, unleſs he takes it 
into his head to accompany my friend to 
Paris, which Heaven avert. She muſt be 
happier without him, let her ſay what ſhe 
will. F rom la Bienſance I write to my 
mother, Uri. adieu; my head achs, 
and it is almoſt dark, Expect a long 
letter from town. 


LETTER XIX. 


I HAD not been an hour in town 
yeſterday, before Lord R arrived. 
He came'to tell me the phyſicians, all 


agree, my aunt's health requires inſtant 
change of air; that we. are to embark 


for Calais this day weck. The only re- 
gret I have is leaving Lady B= be- | 
hind, who cannot quit England theſe 


two months but there is no pleaſure 
without ſome alloy. The Duke of 
M—— has deſired to be recalled, and 
the ducheſs (Wh is very good to me) 
| tells me they ſhall be at Paris before us, 
as ve take Spa in our way; that the 

, e earneſtly 
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earneſtly wiſhes to contribute every thing 
in herpower towards my amuſement; and 
much ſhe has in her power; for ſhe is not 
only a veritable bel eſprit, but an excellent 
good woman; has all the politeneſs of 
her country, with the ſincerity of ours; 
ſhe loves play, and plays deep, but can 
have intimacies and friendſhip for them 
who do neither the one or the other. In 
ſhort, ſhe has the moſt. univerſal beneyo- 
lence of heart imaginable ; ſhe even ſaw 
and partook of Bonario's diſtreſs on my 
ſudden departure. But it is infinitely the 
beſt thing that can happento either of us. 
Abſence ( accordi ing to our friend Roche- 
foucault) may extinguiſh moderate paſ- 
ſions, and ſuch I eſteem all new created 
paſſions, I may enjoy that friendſhip I 
really think valuable, and till preſerve 
the approbation of ay own mind, on 


cool 


. 
cool reflection, in the moſt ſequeſtered 
ſolitude; The town rings at preſent 
about our friend's daughter going off 
with a man of a very ungentle name, 
which 1 can neither ſpell nor ſpeak. 
Though theſe things happen almoſt daily 
in this enlightened world, truſt me Mor- 
vina, there is more ſentiment, more real 
delicacy on the ſummit of moſſy crags, 
than in the court and its environs. The 
inhabitants of the firſt retain their original, | 
nobleneſs of blood and ſpirit, whereas 
the laſt contaminate and mingle theirs 
with every wretch for gold; and often, 
if not always, leave a reptile (at beſt a 
mongrel) race, which lays their honours 
in the duſt. Sentiments ſo natural to us 
all will not ſurprize you; neither will 
you wonder I am pleaſed at going to a 
| country where they univerſally reign. 
| — 


in. To- morrow 1 go to E-— to bring 
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But I dwell too longon a ſu bject we agree 


Lady 3 to town, on her way to 


Dover, from whence you may. depend on 


receiving ſix lines from your fond ſiſter 


and friend, 


LAT TEA XX. 


8 | | Dorey Tueſisy Morning 
* wt 1 ve written a lon 
My dear Morvina, letter to m mother. 

= W How good is to us 


1 Promiſed you ſix lines from this for- 
midable place, which, with our third 
Edward, makes a capital figure in hiſtory. 
Behold then a woman of her word ; per- 
haps better than her word. Though I 
will not deign to borrow a deſcription 
of Dover clifts to fulfil it, as it would 
be nothing new to you, nor will indeed | 
an account of any country we go thro”, 
or place I ſhall probably ſee. But peo- 
| ple of all countries differ not only from 
each other, but from themſelves, fre- 

quently 
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quently enough to produce novelty, and 
ample matter for an abler pen. But to 
be ſerious, we embark with an extraor- 
dinary fine wind in half an hour, It is 
now paſt twelve, and they promiſe we 
ſhall drink'our coffee at the Hotel An- 
glois, whence you may expect ſix lines 
more, as I am ſure you will be anxious. 
to know we are ſafe landed, of which 
however there is not the ſmalleſt doubt. 
Adieu! tous adieu! God bleſs you. 


LET 
; ; 1 


'( :3 


F 


| Calais, Tueſday Evenings 
JUST arrived ſafe, well, and in ſpi- 
rits, from the firſt to the laſt of us. San- 
chonia had not power of face to refrain 
from laughter, when a Marquis, a good 
deal reſembling the knight of Mancha, 
offered me his hand to lead me to the 
carriage which waited for us. 8 My aunt 
was not a little ſtruek with bis. figure, 
and my good fortune, fo early on our 
arrival in a ſtrange country. It will fur- 
niſh out converſation for this night, at 
leaſt ; no bad thing for me, whoſe mind 
is 200 often wandering where I would not 
wiſh they ſhould find it. My aunt is 
ö really 
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| really the moſt reaſonable woman in the 
world; exceedingly good tempered, and 
fond of my company, yet never wiſhes 
to purchaſe it at the expence of my plea- 
ſure; goes out with me to the «full as 
much as I wiſh to be in public, ſtill fear- 
ing I confine myſelf in compliment to 
her. The Opera ſhe knew was my fa- 
yourite amuſement in London, therefore 
never let me miſs one, while I Was with 
Ber in town. The hurry I was in, pre- 
vented me telling you in my laſt letter, 
we have changed our route. My uncle 
had a conſultation of phyſicians imme- 
diately on Lady Rs arrival in town, 
who unanimouſly agreed no Spa could 
be of ſervice in her complaint; that ex- 
erxciſe, change of air, aſſes milk, and 
amuſement, could alone work a cure; 
therefore we go directly to Paris, and if 
that 
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that fails, winter in the South of F rance. 


Should we teach Amiens (which. we 
ſtedfaſtly purpoſe) to-morrow night, we 
ſhall lie at Paris the next. My Lord 
carries me through St. Omer's, ſome” 
what about. I will not ſeal this till I get 
to Amiens. Juſt come from the Jeſuits: 
not a jot of their cunning have I ſtolen. 
Thoſe we have in England are a juſt 
ſpecimen of the whole. They are EX- 
ceedingly polite ; preſented me with a 
fine ſet of beads, a piece of St. Winefrid's 

little finger; | rejoiced it was not ber 
toe. But raillery apart, I wiſhed Lady 
R had travelled along with us, 
chat we might have ſpent more time 
with theſe holy fathers, which they preſ- 
ſed us much to do. They appear the 


moſt happy of human race: I firmly 


ere many of them are to, from being 
what 
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what they ſeem, truly good religious 
men. I cannot pronounce deſtruction on 
the head of all who differ in opinion from 
me, or believe there is but one road to 
that haven where we would all be; and 
which, if we all ſeek earneſtly, 1 make no 
doubt we ſhall find in due time, whatever 
road we purſue towards it. Lady A— 
B paſſed through this town ſome 
time ſince, I'm told, to be married, and 
not too ſoon. 1 know ſomething of them; 
have a high opinion of both, and mind 
not every idle malicious tale 1 hear. We 
have ſeventy miles to go to-morrow 5 

but that is nothing in this country, you. 
will readily believe, from the facility we 
now travel in our own; a good as well 
as pleaſure we originally owe to Frances 
I beg leave to offer my duty to my mo- 
cher through you; as I: have nothing will 
* | * 
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pay her Ladyſhip the pain of reading to 
ſend from this place. I ſhall ſatisfy my- 
ſelf with entreating ſhe will believe duty 
and affection to her hold the firft place 
in my heart. Say from me every thing 
kind and friendly to our ſiſters. I do 

not love them leſs from writing to them 
ſeldomer than I do to my dear Morvina, 
whoſe ſincere friend I am, as well as af. 


fectionate ſiſter. NN 
| Henrietta. 


2 Toy | ; 13 | 72 
I ſhall not write to you again till T get 
0 Paris, where 1 may probably find 

matter for a volume. 


32 1 
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IN my laſt letter from Amiens I told 
my mother the woollen manufactory was 
arrived to that high perfection, as to 
make me almoſt believe it would recon- 
cile her to it; and there I ſaw nothing 
elſe worth mentioning.” We arrived here 
laſt night too late, and too. much fa- 
tigued for me to think of writing. 1 am 
not yet able to give you accounts of this 
; ſuperb metropolis worth ſetting down 
upon paper; but the tender friendſhip I 
bear my dear Morvina makes me ſeize 
every opportunity of aſſuring her it can 


6d; but with my lite 3 & a truth I hope ſhe 
does 
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does not now need to learn. You know 
; this town is built with fine hewn ſtone, 
and great regularity ; the houſes five or 
fix ſtories high; that all People of diſ. 
tinction haye a hotel or palace i in it, with 
courts and gardens; 3, 2. magnilicence- 
which never fails raiſing in you an idea 
of the grandeur of mind of its inhabi- 
tants, ſtrongly prejudicing you in their 
flavour, before you know more than the 
meer ourſide of their houſes, It will 
coſt us ſome days before we can make 
ourſelves up for the court; till when we 
ſhall parade about to ſee ſights, to which 
L have no diſlike in this country. There 
is very little trouble in it; beſides, it | 
- does not take me from what I like bet- 
ter, as yet. I long to go to every con- 
vent hear of inhabited by nuns: there 
are ſeventy- eight in Paris. We have a 
| 1 moſt 
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moſt magnificent hotel, thatLord 1 
has been lucky enough to get twice be- 
fore, juſt at che time he wanted i it. The 
Duke of has not left it above a 
week. However we do not mean to go 
into it till it is thoroughly well aired, 
which will- be another week at leaſt. We 
are well lodged, &c. bers, and partiality 
to my own travelling bed made it neceſ- 
ſary to Put ĩt up at Amiens, where we 
found every thing excellent; and I could 
not help reflecting on the propenfity 
moſt folks have to raiſe difficulties, and 
propagate falſhoods, which I am confi- 
dent frighten numbers, and prevent 
their travelling into France or Italy. In- 
i deed, if monſieur le Chirurgien will tra- 
| | vel, he i is treated accordingly ; for they 
„ reſpectors of perſons in this polite and 
; oy agreeable country. They aſk not, 
: what 


W 


what you have, but they will know who 
you are, before they will receive you; 
and a man or woman nobly born, that is 
to ſay, of a good family, though undiſ- 
tinguiſned by any mark of court favour, 
is as univerſally received, and as polite- 
ly treated as any peer whatever. Indeed 
the common people call them all Mi-lord 
Anglois, and from knowing nothing of 
our manners and conſtitution, judge they 
are the ſame as their own, where every 
man of family-is a count ot- matquis, 
and where their honours are not proſti- 
tuted as ours are. The lower ſort of 
people talk to you with great caſe, but 
never fall from that reſpect due to their | 
ſuperiors. 1 have dwelt longer than 
ſeems neceſſary on a ſubject not very in- 
tereſting; but the numberleſs books 
lately publiſhed by trifling people, of 

. their 
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n tour through, France PF Italy, 1 
haye found very erronequs thus far, and 
make no doubt I ſhall throughout. 1 
would not have my dear Morvina's mind 
poiſaned by them, and prejudiced againſt 
4 gauntry and. people I feel already 1. 
Hall be as. partial. to as. Lord R — s. 


Lady R — thinks herſelf better alrea; 
Ay, and. 1 believe ſhe. is ſo from, the 


journey. She always, charges me with 
many compliments to you. Diſpoſe of 


mine always. a S you. think proper, I dare 


. 


not allow, vou the ſame Privilege, with | 
my love, for feat yRu ſhould render it 
back te Wm von were once 0 Par- 


* 


withdraw irenough to bs hoppy oa: 
biw. Juſt called to ſupper. 1 Farewell. 


Gb you.. 
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THIS ahole +" 1 we | rambled 
from morning t till night, and beenexceed- 
ingly entertained- with the numberleſs 
beauties as well as curioſities of this ſu- 
perb metropolis, and its environs. My 
mind has khown no reſt ; for I dream 
the nigtit thorough of what I have ſeen 
the preceding day. This morning I vi- 
fited' St. Cyr; it has more than ans - 
ſwered my moſt ſanguine expectations, 
andi is truly worthy the foundreſs, tho? 
at preſent neglected by the court, at leaſt 


| by. no means patrofliſed, and ſupported ; 
I 2 anſwer- 


| 

| 
x anſwerable to her intentions. It is not 
1 95 near full; but the moſt perfect happi- 
| _ neſs appears in the countenance, and 
reigns in the hearts of the greateſt. part 
of the ladies who are there, Jam con- 
| vinced, as well as in every other convent 
I have ſeen, I cannot ſuppoſe, or wiſh 
you ſhould believe, there are not reſtleſs 
turbulent ſpirits in every ſociety; but is 
it not happy they are out of the way of 
expoſing themſelves, and families, and 
where, if example has force to reclaim 
ſuch termagants, they want not the beſt. 
In this, as well as in the education of 
their daughters, the Roman Catholics have 


greatly the advantage over us. In theſe 
houſes young ladies are educated immedi- 


ately under the inſpection of women of 
* faſhion; | ; grounded j in the principles of 
a their religion, as well as bonour, gere- 


" rofity, | 


- - 
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rolity, Sa every ſentiment natural to a 5 
noble mind; whereas our boarding- | 

| ſchools are ſeminaries of vulgarity and 
folly, to ſay no worſe ; and a mother 

finds infinitely more trouble to diveſt | 
their minds of the abſurd prejudices they 
have gained there, than ſhe would have 
met with | in teaching them every other 
acquirement from their cradle upwards, 
This ſweet retreat is ſituated. at one ex 

tremity of the park of Verſailles, and is 
indeed an ample proof of the taſte, as 
well as goodneſs of heart of madame 
Maintenon, whoſe: ſtory has been very 
maliciouſiy and falſely tranfmitted to us, 
owing undoubtedly to the envy her 
extraordinary. exaltation raiſed in the 
minds of her cotemporaries. From in- 
conteſtible authority I have learned, ſhe 
never was in the confidence of madame 
* Mionteſpan, 


4 
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Monteſpan, therefore could never uſe it 
to her deſtruction with the King. Nei- 
ther was madame Maintenon ever em- 
ployed by ber, or ever received the 
ſmalleſt favour at her hands. The King 
_— himſelf firſt thought of, and named ma- 
_ dame Scarron to go with the Duke of 
Maine to Barege, whoſe birth you know 
was for ſome time kept ſecret, on ac- 
count of a deformity 1 in one of his feet. 
His Majeſty likewiſe . committed the 
care of his education afterwards to her. 
The letters neceſſary for her to write on 
that occaſion were addreſſed immediately 
to che King. The ſenſe, the elegance, the 
ſentiment of them failed not to make its 5 
way from his head to his heart; and 
neither war nor gallantry had force to 
chace it thence: * ſhort, he fell i in love 
wank. - madam Mainrendn, and finding 


T7 


there 


/ 


cas 9 


* was no > other means of 9 her, 
determined to marry her. That her 
-paſſion for him was equally ſtreng and 
diſintereſted, notwithſtanding the great 
diſparity in years, as well as every ching 
elſe, between hen, we have no room te 
doubt, ſince ſhe never would be declared. 
Had. foe not conſidered the King's intereſt 
preferably to her own, wiſhed him to 
maintain the love, the adoration | of * 
people who had long worſhipped him; 
ſeen through reaſon's (not paſſion's) eye, 
the conſequence attending ſuch declara- 
tion, it isimpoſlible to ſuppoſe ſhe could 
be averſe to appear in her proper ſta- | 
tion: indeed there was none ſo exalted her 
abilities would not have done Bonsur to, 
She was not to be dazzled with the empty 
glare of temporary greatneſs. Ste loved 
: the man, not the mônarch: wiſhed to 
| I 4 detach 
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detach him from all worldly purſuits, am- 
bition, vanity, &. not to ſhare them 
with him; and really had, as ſhe fre- 
quently ſays | in her letters, his ſalvation 
at heart; a a good muſt be obtained in 
this Preſent evil world, although we reap 
the reward i in a better. I am apt to be- 


 Heve the dificulry ſhe met in bringing 
that about, eauſed thoſe diſcontents of 


mind ſhe fo often expreſſes to her near 
friends, particularly to her brother. The 
King's health was, and had long been 


in a very precarious tate, and ſhe dared 


not fatter herſelf be was in that frame 
of mind which alone can render us re- 
 Ggned, and enable us to meet the king 
of terrors. At length her indefatigable 
zeal in the ſervice of God, her conſtant 
attention to the King, her ardent endea- 
vours to RE bis Þirirual, as well as 


ian 
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temporal good, wrought the wiſhed-for 
effect, and ſhe had the comfort to be- 

hold him die a Chriſtian, though the 
misfortune to ſurvive the perſon on earta 
ſhe wiſhed to live for. With what he- 
roiſm he beheld his approaching end 
every bwn knows. In the very act of 
dying he faid to madame Maintenon, I 1 
believed it a much more difficult taſk to 
die. Next Heaven to you madame I 
owe feelings the higheſt pitch of earthly 
glory could never inſpire me with for 
one ſingle moment. He then called for 
his ſucceſſor ; held in in his arms as he 
Hy in bed, and throwing off that oſten- 
tation which had diffuſed itſelf through. 
out the main part of his life, candidly 
confeſſed all bis errors, alt bis faults, 
told the child, You vill very ſoon. be- 
come ſovereign of a great kingdom = 
1 | What 


detach him from all unh purſuits, am- 
bition, vanity,” &c. not to ſhare them 
with him; and really had, as ſhe fre- 


quently ſays in her letters, his falvation 
at heart; a good muſt be obtained in 


this preſent evil world, although we reap | 


the reward i in a better. I am apt to be- 
lieve the difficulty ſhe met in bringing 

that about, cauſed. thoſe diſcontents of 
mind ſhe fo often expreſſes to her near 
friends, particularly to her brother. The 
King's health. was, and had long been 
in a very precarious ſtate, and ſhe dared 
not flatter herſelf be was in that frame 


of mind which alone can render us re- 
ſigned, and enable us to meet the king 
of terrors. At length her indefatigable 
zeal in the ſervice of God, her conſtant 
attention to the King, her ardent endea- 


vours to * vis 8 as well as 
* 
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temporal good, wrought the wiſhed-for 
effect, and ſhe had the comfort to be- 
hold him die a Chriſtian, though the 
misfortune to ſurvive the perſon on earth 
| the wiſhed to live for. With what he- 
roiſm he beheld his approaching end 
every own knows. In the very act of 
dying he faid to madame Maintenon, I 
believed it a much more difficult taſk to 
die. Next Heaven to you madame I 
owe feelings the higheſt pitch of earthly 
glory could never inſpire me with for 
one ſingle moment. He then called for 
his ſucceſſor; held him in his arms as he 
Hay in bed, and throwing off that oſten- 
tation which had diffuſed itſelf through- 
out the main part of his life, eandidly 
confeſſed all bis errors, all bis faults, 
told the child, You will very ſoon. be- 
come ſovereign of a great kingdom 
13 What 


pt 178 ) 


| what I moſt ſtrongly recommend to you, 
| Þ is neyer to neglect your duty to. God, or 
=: forget that to bis divine majeſty | you 
owe all you are. Endeavour to preferve 
peace with your neighbours: I have 
been too fond of war. Imitate me nei- 
ther in that , hor my extravagance. Take 
counſel | in all things; ſelect the beſt, and 
> endeavour to follow ir; comfort and 
E relieve your people 1 to the utmoſt of your 
| power, and do all thoſe things I unfor- 
tunately wanted the means to do. By 
ſetting out wrong, dazzled by military 
glory, 1 obſtinately launched out into 
long and expenſive wars, inſenfibly waf- 
ted the treaſure, nay, the blood of France, 
not ſo each recruited. His ſuęceſſor has 
this wiſe, this falutary advice written, 
and placedevery night under his pillow. 
your: much it has profited kim, let bis 


lic, 
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fubjelts, Bis — witneſs. This dying 
advice of Louis is mentioned in divers 
hiſtories, but very inaccurately. This I 
may venture to aſſure you is a veritable 
copy; and almoſt a literal tranflation ef 
the original. His making to proviſion 
for the moſt faithful, tender friend he 
ever met with, as well as the moſt in- 


ſtructive agreeable companion appears 
 exrfaordinary, till we recolle& his Ma- 
jelty recommended her to the Regent's 
care, who looking on her as dowager of 
Frante, made offers accordi ingly ; ; all 
| of which ſhe rejected; would acceꝑt of 
no more than four-and-twenty thouſand 
livres penſion, which was punctually F 


paid ber. She retired to St. Cyr, and 
ſpent the remainder of her days in acts 


of piety and beneficence. I admire her 
character, and honour her memory. TI. 


I 6 cannot 


— 


5 The front is at leaſt half a mile in length. 
This, like all the reſt of the palaces, is 


ina; love, and believe me ever yours. 


n ee e aiaes 


part. Beſides, that ſhe had no intereſt- 


ed motives for ſo doing. 1 ſee nothing in 


the whole of her conduct unnatural to a 
mind rightly turned. I. have been ſo 


very explicit upon convents I have hard- 
ly time or room to expatiate upon the 
beauties of the palace of Verſailles, of 


which we have heard ſo much; and in- 
deed, ſo far as it Is finiſhed, it merits all 
thet can be ſaid; but this, like all French 
plans, was too great to be completed. 


| One wing is an abſolute ſkeleton, and 


will probably remain ſuch while it ſtands. 


much negletted.. Adieu, my dear Mor- 
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My dear en | 
THE French court is amazingly | 


| brilliant; the politeneſs of every indi- 


vidual which compoſe it pleaſing (in- 
_ deed flattering) beyond conception. "It 


zs impoſſible to feel out of humour and 


diffatisfied with yourfelf while you ſeem 
to make the happineſs of all around you. 
They vie with each other in their atten- 
tion to ſtrangers, and at the very inſtant 
they are ſtudying to amuſe and render 
you happy, appear to gratify themſelves 
only. In ſhort, you, never feel the 
weight of their favours z they aſſume no 


(fs. i 


fort of beriet over thoſe with Sn 
they converſe, however exalted their 


rank. They place nobility in blood, 
the ſource whence the delightful fruits 
of it muſt ariſe : they never look to ga- 
ther grapes from brambles, &c. Lou 
| cannot perſuadethem that either royalty 
or gold have power to ennoble the heart, 
exalt the ſentiments, or refine the man- 
ners of a bourgeois. . They ſee, or think 
: they ſee, the mean original, though glol- 
ſed aver wich court favour, peeping from 
behind a ſtar of the firſt magnitude, con- 5 
ſequently never contaminate their blood 
by fuck. unnaturab connactions as ate 
daily formed in England, and which has 
already ſpread ſuch a quantity of vulga- 
au and impertinence throughout great 
part ofthe kingdom, as to render us ob- 


* of ds and a proverb of fero- 
| city 
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ciry to moſt of our neighbours. | But to 
ä return to theſe charming people, who af 
ter all are no more than what thoſe of 
gentle blood are every where: it is the 
harrid melange with which all our pub- 
lie Places, am ſorry to ſay eren our 
court, is filled, that finks us and degrades 
us in the eyes of all reſpectable rational 
6 beine I am again ſtrayed from my pur» 
poſe, which was to tell you what I find 
do languages can reach, the extreme 
Soodneſs, polireneſs, nay,. friendſnip f 
madame the Ducheſs of Mm towards us 
all; We are admitted of her coterie: n 
fall mark of diſtinction, let me tell you. 
She ſpeaks of me and 49 me in terms ſo 
flattering and kind, I ſhauld be aſhamed 
to repeat them even ta yu. my dear ſiſ- 
ter. This lady is daughter to the Prince 


of C——> ws ra wanted 0 e 
Prince 
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Prince of L— 4 — who was killed 5 In a 
duel by the Duke de R——, She mar- 
ried ſecondly the Marquis, afterwards 
Duke of M——. At her houſe I fre- 
quently meet with Florentine nobi- 


Vi; they are exceedingly civil, but 


their good breeding too frequently dege- 
nerates into ceremony; and I cannot ſay 
they are altogether ſo much adapted to 
my taſte as the people of this country; 
. at'the fame time there is a compoſure in 

the Italians to which theſe people ſeem 
abſolute ſtrangers. This want of ere... 


1 nity in the French is merely conſtitu- 


tional; in the Engliſh affectation, which 
renders it a thoufand times more diſguſt- 
ing; and it is enough ſo at beſt. I love 
vivacity, but J hate riot. I admire wit, 
- butdeteſt pretenders to it. I have met 
many of the firſt, but not one of the 
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| haſt bere. Theſe people in general ſeem 
to know their forte, and act framt; ar 


4 
: 
\ 
: 


+ 
1 
th 


\ 
it 
k £3 
| 
FM 
1 
4 
FT 
4 
: 
* 


a 


never inconſiſtent with themſelves. Sure 
this requires more than an ordinary de- 
gree of underſtanding. You wilt con- 

_ clude they have filched mine, my dear 
Morvina, if I add much more to this al- 
ready too long dull epiſtle, than that my 
love and friendſhip is invariably yours. 
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I hetieve I never told you of an in- 
 timncy I made very eatly on my arrival 
in Paris, with a co- adjutreſs of one of 
the firſt of the religious houſes in this 
metropolis, not more eminent for her 
abilities, birth, and rank, than goodneſs 
of heart and rectitude of conduct; that 
Heaven within lights up her whole 
_ countenance, fills your mind at once 
with love and reſpect for her. Though 
not in the bloom of youth, ſhe is ſtill 
handſome, her perſon. elegant and ma- 
jeſtic ; but the awfulneſs of majeſty is 
ſoftened by a beneficence of heart: her 
elegance of ſtile heightened by the pu- 
rity 


(cw) 
rity of it: her converſation is 3 im- 


prov ing and delightful: I never met her 


without feeling a peculiar pleaſure, or 
Parted from her without extreme regret. 
You will readily: believe then our inti- 
macy has, ere this, gromn into a friend” 

ſhip. Les, my dear Morvina, 'the hor 


nours me with her friendſhip, and 1 el 
teem no honour greater. I hold it one 
of the moſt yaluable acquiſitions I ever 


made. Tur modes of faith aue never fight- 


| Thoughcach of us ſeem reſolutely fine 


in that we profeſs, it has ſeldom made a 


part in our converſation, which, always 
ends more tothe greatend, han themeans- 


With a right turned beart we think we 
cannot ſtray far out of the road to that 


bappineſs, that perfact bliſs, purchaſed 


for us at no leſs price than the ſhameful 
and painful death of our Lord and Maſ- 


ter? 
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ter, the great author and finiſher of our 
faith. I wiſh you knew her; ſhe often 
wiſhes to be acquainted with you; it is 
more than probable you may fome time 
meet. En attendant, take her ſtory from 
| me ; how ſingular ſoever it may appear 
to you, I will venture to anſwer for the 
truth of every ſyllable. My amiable 
friend gave it me as ſuch, and deceit never 
found a place in her heart to begin. She 
is one of two daughters of a prince of one 
of the firſt houſes (next to thoſe of the 
blood) i in France: indeed, ſome of the 
pureſt of that blood runs in her veins, 
and ſhe does honour to the beſt blood in 
| Europe. At a certain age, ſhe, like all 
other women of condition, was placed 
| in a convent for education. From 4 
 fweetneſs of | diſpoſition, as well as 
ſtrength and TRE” of parts, ſoon 
wid et, beoame 


, 
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became the darling of the whole ſiſter- 
| hood, and ſhe held them equally dear 
The prince and princels, her father and - 


mother, viſited her frequently; happy 


in the improvement both of her mind 


and perſon, they impatiently longed for 
the time of taking her home. In her 
ſixteenth year that wiſhed-for moment ar- 
rived. Though ſhe loved and honoured 


her natural parents to a degree of enthu- 


ſiaſm, ſhe could not part with thoſe by 


adoption, without the ſoreſt regret ; and 


the ſuffered | many an heart · felt pang in 


the midſt of the world, and all its de- 
lights, at being torn from friends her 
little heart had been early accuſtomed to 
: love, and whomin maturer years ſhe found 
had amply merited it from her. On 


her arrival at the chateau te 


the whole world flocked i in to 3 
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the prince and princeſs on the return of 
their fair daughter; and, fair indeed ſhe 
was, in every ſenſe of the word. Balls, | 
maſquerades, and every ſpecies of enter- 
tainment proper for her rank and years, 
were offered her in abundance. She en- 
joyed them with a vivacity natural to 
youth and good humour; but far from 
being intoxicated with the glare and 
ſplendor of worldly greatneſs, they al- 
ways left a vacuum in her heart, which 
ſhe had never felt in retirement, and 
could but ill account for, therefore al- 
moſt wiſhed herſelf there again. N: ay, 
ſhe has more than once aſſured me, ten- 
derneſs for the princeſs only could have 
reſtrained her from earneſtly foliciting 
the prince to ſuffer her to return to that 
| Tweet ſociety, in which ſhe could alone 
hope for happineſs. C harming as ſhe 
real 5 33 
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was, you will readily. believe ſhe wanted 
not for admirers, on. her firſt appearing, 
in the world. If her beauty drew. crowds. 
about her, and thoſe. of the firſt rank, 
her merit failed not to attach all who. had 
ſouls capable of attachment. Her wit 
was (though brilliant) of that kind,, 
which pleaſes without offending, as free 
from ſatyr as from ſelf fafficiency.. Her 
underſtanding inferior to none, with a 
I of being forward in he wing, 
She had but one ſiſter, who was 
= older than Her, and had been mar- 
ried many years to a man of high rank 
and great fortune, great part of which 
he had left entirely in her difpoſal.” She 
was left a widow at five and twenty, and 
determined to remain fuch, having, re- 
fuſed many of the moſt eligible and. 
greateſt marriages in France. Her 

; - riches 
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riches were immenſe ; children ſhe had 
none; therefore it was very natural ſhe' 
ſhould wiſh to ſee her fiſter happily eſ- 
tabliſhed in the world. The Prince and 
Princeſs were not more anxious on that 
ſcore than the Ducheſs of - ; they 
frequently ralked together on 1 ſube 
ject; all wiſhed to find out who (amongſt 
her adorers) the amiable co-adjutreſs 
diſtinguiſhed. Before they made known | 
their wiſhes to her, three long years wore 
away, ere they were able to form the 
leaft judgment; and had it not been for A 
a very fingular accident, many more 
might have rolled on in the ſame i incer- 
titude. The modeſt diffidence ſhe had . 
of herſelf made her doubt the power of : 
her charms, and the faith of her lovers. 
Her delicacy of ſentiment. was too re- 
. fined to let her endure the thought of 
any 


( 1930 


any man's believing he had found the 
way into her heart, until ſhe was be- 


vond all doubt ſecure of his, therefore 


not a ſingle glance on the dear diſtinguiſp- 


ed one did ſhe ever caſt, that could poſſi- 


bly betray her ſentiments towards him. 


If then the Argus eyes of an enamorata, 


whoſe vanity kept pace with his paſſion, | 
attempted unſucceſsfully to ſee into her 
heart, how vain was that hope in others; 


and ſhe would probably have carried 
her paſſion undiſcovered along with her to 
the grave, had not deſtiny, or, more pro- 


; . perly ſpeaking, chance, revealed the ſecret 


for her. The Count de , a younger 
branch of the ſame houſe ſhe was of, 
ſpent much of his time with the Prince, 
who was both his patron and guardian, 


his father being killed at the head of one 
of the beſt regiments in the ſervice of 
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Erance,. ak ts of his own. diſcipli- 
ning. He was very early in his life 
honoured with the order of St. Lewis, 28 
a reward for his ſingular valour at the | 
fiege of Philipſburg, and that diſtin-_ 

guiſhed him from the reſt of the officers 
of his regiment, moſt of whom lay dead, 
or dying on'the field of battle at Dettin- 
gen. The Count, his ſon, had as much 
as poſſible the loſs of ſuch a father made 


up to him in the parental affection and 


ceſs. He knew no mother but the lat- 
ter, his own having paid the debt of na- 
ture at his entrance into the world. At 
the time of his father's death he was at 
| _ firſt. academy in Paris. The Prince | 


of — 
home to his own houſe, where every ima- 


went to him, brought him 


einable conſolation was offered him. 
. When 


- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 15 tenderneſs of both the Prince and Prin- 
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{ 
| 
| 
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When the violence of his grief was a 
little ſubſided, he replaced him in the 
fame academy to finiſh his ſtudies, which 
happened about two years before my dear 
Madame was fetched from the convent. 
The Count had every requiſite to form 
_ what the world calls a fine gentleman. 


His natural endowments were improved 
by an education ſuitable to his rank and : 
turn of mind. He was univerſally be- 


| loved and admired, The Prince of 
procured him a very honourable poſt at 
court, which he filled with honour and 


propriety, and was reckoned one of the 


handſomeſt men about thecourt. Charms 


enough were found in him to eclipſe | 


even the beauty of the Grand Monarch, 
Enchanting as his perſon was, his man- 


ners were a thouſand times more fo ; his 


eaſe and elegance were unparalleled ; 
K 2 and 
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and if by the outward form you judge of 
i the mind, his muſt have had few equals, 
not one ſuperior. But the ſequel will 
. ſhew how erroneouſly we decide; how 
we are carried away by prejudice on the 
very points on which our happineſs or 
miſery throughout life depends. But to 
wave moralizing, and return to my ſto- 
ry. In the midſt of a ball given by the 
Duke of Bourbon at Chantilly, chief 
in compliment to the Prince and Prin- 
ceis, an expreſs arrived of the Count's 
| having fought a duel, and lying at the 
point of death. The whole room were 
in the utmoſtconfuſion, nay, diſtreſs z but 
my poor friend feemed to have gone be- 
tore to receive him. She was carried | 
home in a ſtate of total inſenſibility. 
Every body eaſily divined the caute of 
herillnefs. They knew no force in me- 


\ 
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 eicine had power to heal it. So ſoon as 


ſhe was a little reſtored, ſhe entreated 
her fond and adored mother would in- 
form her of all ſne knew relative to 
the Count, and not attempt, if he was 


no more, to lengthen out her days of 
horror. The poor Princeſs. offered her 


all poſſible comfort, and aſſured her that 


ſhe every inſtant waited the return of an 


expreſs ſhe had diſpatched from Chan- 


tilly; that /e ſhould, if ſhe pleaſed, ex- 
amine him firſt herſelf. No, my amia- 
ble and dear mother, replied ſhe, were 
I baſe and ungrateful enough to ſuſpect 


you capable of duplicity, I ſhould de- 


ferve to be made the. dupe of: che wins 
verſe. F rom your lips 1 expect my 


doom, however ſevere; that will a little 


Mitigate 1 its force; and truſt me, though 
my feeble frame was once overpowered,” 
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zou ſhall not in future bluſh for the con- 
duct of your daughter. Here tears m- 
terrupted further converſation, and in 
that inſtant the expreſs returned with a | 

billet from the Count to the Prince, filled 
with many acknowledgments, &c. and 
aſſurances that his wound was never of 
conſequence enough to raife the ſmalleſt 
apprehenſion in the ſurgeons who at- 
tended him, an] that in a very few days 
he hoped to be e to | kiſs their hands 
at the chateau de This letter 
was ſhewn to the lovely Adelina, (for ſo 
vas my friend called.) It inſtantly 


wrought a cure; and ſhe enjoyed a good 
night's ſleep, without having recourſe to 
opiates. The hurry of ſpirits ſhe run 
thro” that evening, allowed her not leiſure 
to reflect coolly on the dreadful diſcovery 
+ this untoward accident had cauſed, But 

5 no 
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no ſooner had ſhe collected herſelf, than 
the dreadful conſequences of it ſtared , 
her full in the face, with every hooks. - 
every diſagreeable circumſtance attend- 
ing it. The moment ſhe was ſatisfied 


of the ſafety of that lover ſhe would 


willingly have died to ſave, ſhe wiſhed 
to fly to a convent, and ſhut herſelf up 


from him for ever. What an inconſiſ- | 


tency !] yet ſo unaccountably are we 


made. She dreaded ſeeing the Prince 


and Princeſs, much more the reſt of the 
Vorld, who had been eye-· witneſſes of her 
weakneſs. T he bare idea of facing the 
Count was inſupportable to her. The 
Prince and Princeſs thought he had 
| charms enough to juſtify her to the 


world; and though i in point of fortune 


her choice was not the moſt prudential, 
they were happy to find no other obſtacle. 
; .  --* That 
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hat they could eaſily ſurmount, and 11 
patiently waited to hear the ſound of 


her bell; for they would not by any 
means break in on that repoſe they well 
knew ſhe ſtood in need of, to recover 
her ſpirits, after the uncommon agita- 
tion they had ſuſtained for ſo many hours, 
rogether, which accounted to them for 


her being later than uſual, At length, 


with ſhame, fear, and trembling, ſhe 


touched the bell. The Princeſs was 
_ the firſt who anſwered it, and found her 


Adelina in tears, which ſhe endeavoured 


to wipe away, by telling her the amiabi- 


ty of the man of her choice had long 


ſtruck them in its full force, and though 
they had both determined never to bias, 
(much leſs force) her inclinations, they 
were, ſhe muſt confeſs, infinitely happy 
to find them fixed on. the perſon in the 


* 


world 
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world they could have wiſhed to point 
out to her, believing him perfectly wor- 
thy of the preference ſhe ſhewed him; 
that the Prince had received another let- 
ter from him, and expected him thers 
the very next day. His wound had ne- | | 
ver been more than a little ſcratch, and | 
was then perfectly healed. Security of- 
ten produces neglect; and the paſſion of 
the divine Adelina ſeemed to vaniſh with 
the danger of her lover. The facility 
with which her parents conſented to her 
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marry ing him, ſhame and contempt of 
herſelf for want of fortitude fufficient to 
maintain a proper decorum, uſurped the 
place of paſſion, and ſhe entreated her 
mother would ſpare her the pain of ſee- 
ing the Count, at leaſt for ſome days. 
The, Princeſs well knowing the more 
time ſhe had to reflect, the more diſſatiſ- 
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fied ſhe would be with her paſt conduct, 
conſequently more averſe to ſeeing the 
cauſe of it, however innocent, preſſed 
her not to delay rendering herſelf and 
them happy, by ſuffering cauſeleſs ab- 
turd ſeruples to riſe in her mind; that 
her whole behaviour was natural, con- 
ſiſtent with the ſenſibility of her heart, 
as was the ſtruggles ſhe muſt have had 
to conceal her paſſion, with the modeſty 
and delicacy of her ſex and years, She 
could not doubt, ſhe faid, the Count's 
having long felt and declared a paſſion 
the moſt tender for her: that both ſhe 
and the Prince had often marked how 
aſtiduouſly attentive he was to her on ev- 
ery occaſion, and marked j it with plea- 
ſure, as well as the unaffected politeneſs 
and delicacy with which ſhe received all 


his douceurs ; 4 that he had both a head 
and. 


( 0003” - 
and heart tao good to preſume, upon a diſ- 
covery in his favour he owed to accident 
only, therefore ſhe intreated her to ſee the 
Count, and ſuffer him to make her ſiſter, 


his friend, to negotiate the affair with 


the Prince, who ſhe could readily anſwer 


for would raiſe no objections, but rejoice. 
in the opportunity of eſtabliſhing his 
daughter happily. With a thouſand * 


bluſhes, ſighs, nay, tears, Adelina pro- 
miſed to obey her adored mother. Here, 


indeed, it was no more than obeying the 
dictates of her own heart, though mo- 
deſty had at firſt made her wiſh to decline 
an interview with the man on earth ſhe 
loved, and ſtill made her tremble: She 
feared leſt. her paſt conduct ſhould ap- 
pear in his eyes tinged with levity, and 
could much more eaſily have borne the 
Toſs of his perſon, than the ſmalleſt tittle 
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of his eſteem, on the preſervation of which 


qe built her future happineſs; but that 


fear was ill founded; every action of 
her life, nay, thought of her ſoul ever 

have, and juſtly may claim the eſteem of 

all mankind, But to return, ſhe left her 

chamber with the Princeſs, who led her 

to the Prince's apartment. She threw w 
herſelf at his feet; he lifted her up, 
unable to articulate a ſyllable more than 
that her happineſs, next to that of the 
Princeſs, was the chief point he had in 
view, She might depend on his perform- 
ing, with the utmoſt punctuality, all 
her mother had promiſed for him. As 
he paſſed through the ſaloon to dinner, 


where ſtood a multitude of attendants 


on either fide, whoſe eyes and hearts 

were full of joy on the ſpeedy. reeſtabliſh- 

ment of: Mademoiielle's health, and the 
happy 
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ws eſcape of the perſon on earth they 
deemed moſt dear to her. She did not 
dare look up, though the ſweetneſs of 
her diſpoſition and rectitude of manners, 
left no room for the moſt harſh ill-nature 
to ſuſpect levity had found a place in her 
heart; and the poor ſervants, from the 
firſt to the laſt, had ſo amply experienced 
her goodneſs, as to raiſe in their minds 
ideas of her above mortality. Rumour, 
which flies ſwifter than lightning, had 
carried the whole affair of the Chantilly 
ball to the Count's ears. Impatient to 
. avail himſelf of his good fortune, he 


flew on the wings of love, who, though 


blind, makes his way to the full as ſpec. 


dily as rumour, even when be is ſupport- 
ed by ſlander; and with the ſecond courſe 
the Count was ſerved up. The joy his 
approach cauſed 1 in the ſervants, made 
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them forget their ſeveral avocations, ſet 
down their loads, and ſcamper over ro- 
ties, patties, entremets, &c. trampling 
under foot the whole art of cookery to 
announce his arrival.” Indeed, the con- 
fuſion it cauſed in the higher powers 
made them very little attentive to the eti- 
quette of the table. and the poor Prin- 
| ceſs preſſed the Countn much to eat, with- 
out. any one din on the table. This 
luckily raiſed A laugh, and fu rniſhed 
converſation while the dinner laſted, 


What happened to my amiable friend af 
ter, geep will not allow me to tell you 5 
therefore adieu, till next poſt. N dear 


Morvina, good en 3 . 
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